Tenant  groups 
target  landlord 
Monica  Hujazi 

Tenant  death  leads 
to  protest  at  Hujazi's 
Hillsborough  estate 

by  Kurt  Bier 

SAN  FRANCISCO  LANDLORD 
Monica  Hujazi  is  a popular  per- 
son in  a way.  Her  tenants  have  very 
strong  feelings  for  her,  she  has  her 
own  folder  at  the  Department  of 
Building  Inspection,  KGO  investi- 
gative reporter  Dan  Noyze  saw  fit 
to  give  her  two  evenings  of  special 
attention,  and  on  September  8,  rep- 
resentatives from  such  tenant  advo- 
cacy groups  as  St.  Peter's  Housing 
Committee  and  the  Tenants  Union 
dropped  by  her  luxury  Hillsborough 
home  to  chat. 

The  reasons  behind  the  visit, 
during  which  protestors  chanted 
"Monica  is  a rat,"  stem  from  the  per- 
ception by  Hujazi's  tenants,  and  by 
the  advocates  they  turn  to,  that 
Monica  Hujazi  routinely  neglects 
her  properties  and  her  tenants.  One 
event  in  particular,  the  death  of  a 
tenant  ailing  from  AIDS  and  the 
Continued  on  pagC  5 


Displacement,  Demolition  & Federal  Hope  6 


Bernal  Dwelling  units  now  half  vacated, 
danger  increases  for  residents,  neighbors 

Grocer's  murder  is  latest  fatality  near  troubled  housing  projects 


by  Brian  Doohan 

SAN  FRANCISCO  HOMICIDE  inves- 
tigators still  claim  to  be  pursuing  leads 
in  the  August  31  murder  of  liquor-store 
owner  Ibrihim  Habash  at  26th  and  Hamson 
Streets,  adjacent  to  Bernal  Dwellings, 
which  is  in  the  midst  of  a controversial 
process  of  displacement,  demolition,  and 
reconstruction  under  the  Federal  Hope  6 
project. 

Habash  was  slain  by  three  masked  men 
who  forced  him  to  lie  on  the  floor  of  Bob's 
Liquors  and,  after  emptying  the  register, 
shot  him  to  death.  Witnesses  say  the  gun- 
men then  fled  into  Bernal  Dwellings. 

Earlier  in  September,  homicide  inves- 
tigators told  a gathering  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Grocers  Association  that  they  believed 
they  were  nearing  a solution  to  the  case. 
Homicide  Lieutenant  Dave  Robinson  said 
that  three  suspects  with  East  Bay  connec- 
tions anti  "long  criminal  records"  were  be- 
ing actively  invesigated. 

One  irate  merchant  at  the  meeting  ex- 
pressed visceral  distaste  for  the  pace  of 
the  investigation.  "In  the  old  country,"  he 
said,  "somebody  say  that  guy  stole  my 
chicken  [and]  right  away  they  [would]  nail 
him." 

As  the  New  Mission  News  went  to 


press.  Inspector  Byrne,  Robinson's  spokes- 
man, said  that  the  case  remained  under  ac- 
tive investigation. 

The  police  contention  that  the  murder 
was  probably  not  directly  related  to  condi- 
tions in  the  projects  is  little  solace  to  the 
family  of  Habash  or  to  the  law-abiding  ten- 


ants- who  remain  in  the  projects  or  who 
live  in  the  surrounding  neighborhood. 
Neighbors,  especially,  are  anxious  to  see 
the  process  expedited  and  some  are  wor- 
ried that,  if  the  city  can  not  meet  federally 
mandated  deadlines  for  evacuation  and 
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Dolores  Soccer  Field,  open  at  last!  See  Page  9 Photo  Cindy  Ragm 
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“Indian  food  coltb  o Deco  Attitude" 

Dinner  *3:30-10  )0  / Doily 


TYPESETTING  NOW  AVAILABLE 

Offset  Photography 

...  STATS 

Metal  Plate  Quality 

PRINTING 

We  do  our  own  camera-work 
and  specialize  in  2-color  jobs 

539  VALENCIA  ST. 
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University  ol  California.  San 

A Health  Sciences  Campus 


UChp 

>an  Francisco 


The  University  of  California  San  Francisco 
invites  you  to  a: 

PUBLIC  HEARING  on  the 
Recirculation  of  Program  Revisions 

to  the  1996  LRDP  Draft  EIR 

(Environmental  Impact  Report) 

Thursday,  October  24, 1996 
7:00  PM 

UCSF  Laurel  Heights  Auditorium 
3333  California  Street  at  Presidio 
Sub-level  1 


Parking:  Free  Parking  at  the  Laurel  Heights  parking  lot 
ransit:  MUNI  1 , 3,  4 and  43  buses  stop  at  California  and  Presidio 


We  are  recirculating  the  portions  of  the  Draft  EIR 
which  contain  new  information  on  the: 

* Proposed  Stanford  Merger 

* California  Pacific  Medical  Group  Affiliation 

* Modification  of  Parnassus  Heights 

Seismic  Replacement  Building  Plans 


There  will  be  a 45-day  review  period  from  September  23 
to  November  7,  1996.  Comments  may  be  addressed  to: 
Michelle  Schaefer 
Environmental  Coordinator 
UCSF  Campus  Planning 
1855  Folsom  Street,  Suite  566 
San  Francisco,  CA  94143-0286 


Copies  of  the  EIR  will  be  available  on  September  23,  1996. 
Please  call  476-3206  to  have  a copy  sent  to  you,  or  pick  one 
up  in  person  at  Campus  Planning  (above),  or  at  UCSF 
Community  & Governmental  Relations,  3333  California 
Street,  Suite  103,  San  Francisco. 


If  at  am,  r | , UCSF  ascribes  to  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  (ADA'l 

“ priorToany  s^duTedre^g^1^0"8  “ 476‘32°6 


J 


Celebrate 

Dio  de  los  Muertos 


VESUVIO'S  CAFE,  255  COLUMBUS 


Oct.  31,  Eve.,  Oct.i5-Nov.i,  show  by  Mike  Roman. ..Closing  Reception 

MISSION  CULTURAL  CENTER  FOR  LATINO  ARTS  , MISSION  & 24TH 


.Exhibit  Reception 


Nov.  1,4-6  p.m 

Traditional  Alex/con  Altars 

curated  by  Herminia  Albarran,  CAC  Artist  in  Residence  at  Mission  Cultural  Center 

Rooms  for  the  Dead 

curated  by  Rene  Yanez,  Sponsored  by  the  24th  Street  Merchants  Association 

Altars  by  Youth  ^ 

curated  by  Juan  Carlos  Cuellar,  CAC  Artist  in  Residence  at  Mission  Cultural  Center  ^\) 
Multimedia  Performance,  Nov.  1-2,  6-7pm  Latin  American  Mission  Artist  Recognition  Video 

Nov.  2,  7:30  p.m El  Herrero  y la  Muerte 

Rainbow  Theater  of  SFSU  performs  a classic  work,  directed  by  Carlos  Baron 

BALAZO  GALLERY,  281 1MISSION  (AT  24TH) 

NOV.  2,  5-6  p.m.,  Dinner  & Poetry... .Exhibit  Reception 

GALERlA  DE  LA  RAZA,  24TH  & BRYANT 

NOV.  2,  3 - 6 p.m..... Exhibit  Reception 

Origenes/Origins,  (Oct.  15  till  Nov.  9),  curated  by  Bea  Carrillo  Hocker 


Procession 

6 p.m,  Nov.  2 

Candlelight  procession 
begins  of  Galena, 
24th  & Bryant  Streets 
and  ends  at  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center ; 
Mission  & 24th  Streets, 
followed  by  a dance 


^ Baile  de 
los  Alverfos 

9:30  p.m 

Sat.  Nov.  2 

at  the 

Mission  Cultural  Center 
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demolition,  Bernal  Dwellings  could  enter 
into  a worst-case  Twilight  Zone,  an  empty 
shell  without  tenants  save  an  unsavory 
amalgam  of  squatters  and  criminals  as 
existed  in  some  Western  Addition 
projects  for  months. 

"We’re  not  in  danger  of  losing  our 
funding"  Housing  Authority  spokesman 
Ron  Sonenshine  told  the  New  Mission 
News.  He  insisted  that  the  deadlines  are 
flexible  and  that  they  have  been  extended 
in  order  to  find  homes  for  the  tenants  who 
must  be  evicted  before  the  wrecking  ball 
clears  the  way  for  a smaller,  mixed-use 
development. 

According  to  Sonenshine’s  explana- 
tion of  the  process,  more  than  half  the 
apartments  have  already  been  emptied. 
Some  remaining  tenants  are  expected  to 
find  other  public  housing  others  will  be 
given  Section  8 vouchers  to  use  for  private 
housing;  the  rest,  Sonenshine  admitted, 
will  fall  outside  of  the  system. 

"Our  estimate  in  Hayes  Valley  [a  Hope 
6 demolition  and  rebuilding  project 
slightly  larger  than  that  of  Bernal]  is  that 
about  two-thirds  of  the  tenants  remained 
in  San  Francisco.  Of  these,  the  majority  of 
those  who  stayed  did  so  under  Section  8 
because  there  are  presently  few  vacancies 
in  other  public  housing." 

Besides  the  300  units  in  Hayes  Valley 
already  off  the  market  and  the  250  at  Ber- 
nal, a similar  number  of  units  will  be 
demolished  in  the  Western  Addition’s 
Plaza  East.  A smaller  number  of  units  will 
be  constructed  (about  200  on  the  Bernal 
site),  and  of  these  about  two-thirds  will 
remain  public  housing. 

The  Hope  6 funding  Sonenshine 
added,  is  aimed  at  reserving  about  a third 
of  the  new  units  as  market-rate  housing  to 
attract  middle-class  tenants.  The  result- 
ing shortfall  of  100  low-  and  very  low-in- 
come apartments  will,  he  said,  be 
mitigated  in  that  the  new  dwellings  will  be 
larger  units  aimed  at  families,  rather  than 
the  studio  and  one-bedroom  units  that  are 
to  be  demolished. 

Sonenshine  said  that  the  problem  of 


finding  temporary  housing  for  existing 
tenants  has  stretched  out  the  process  of 
eviction  and  demolition  — a process  that, 
according  to  neighbors,  resulted  in  condi- 
tions more  dangerous  than  those  that  ex- 
isted when  Bernal  Dwellings  was  fully 
occupied. 

"Until  the  place  is  torn  down,  it  will  be 
used  for  illegal  purposes,"  said  Lt.  Jake 
Stasko  of  the  Housing  Task  Force;  Stasko 
is  responsible  for  patrolling  Bernal  Gar- 
dens. 

Two  officers  patrol  Bernal  from  4 p.m. 
to  midnight.  One  of  these,  Officer  John 
Bragagnolo,  says  the  Housing  Authority 
"has  been  boarding  up  [vacant  units]  real 
well"  and  that  the  projects  are  now  "more 
a smoke  house  than  a crack  house."  As  to 
whether  the  projects  are  more  or  less 
dangerous  now  with  perhaps  only  a third 
of  the  units  occupied,  he  said,  "I  could  go 
both  ways  on  that."  Bragagnolo  added  that 
there  has  been  a notable  decrease  in 
people  hanging  out  in  the  area. 

As  described  in  two  New  Mission 
News  articles  earlier  this  year  (the  first 
printed  in  the  April  issue  and  written  by 
former  Housing  Authority  president  Bar- 
bara Meskunas,  the  second  printed  in  the 
May  issue  and  written  by  Peter  Byrne  of 
the  New  Bay  View),  the  benefits  of  Hope 
6 are  cloaked  in  ambiguity. 

Meskunas  asserted  that  the  federal 
funds  for  demolition  and  rebuilding  could 
not  be  used  to  upgrade  the  existing  struc- 
tures and  that  tenants  opposed  to  reloca- 
tion were  being  manipulated  by  "outside 
agitators."  Byrne  replied,  "the  bottom  line 
is  that  black  people  are  being  driven  out 
of  San  Francisco  as  gentrifi cation  sweeps 
the  city."  Byrne  concluded  that  "we  might 
as  well  fly  a white  hood  from  the  flagpole 
at  City  Hall." 

Today,  Byrne  (no  relation  to  the 
homicide  investigator)  doubts  that  the 
ability  to  house  Bernal  tenants  exists  as  it 
did  in  the  earlier  Hayes  Valley  evacua- 
tions, which,  he  said,  "sucked  up  the  last 
of  Section  [8]  and  public  housing."  He 
believes  that  most  tenants  will  be  relo- 


cated, il  at  all,  to  Vallejo  or  Oakland. 

Willy  Ratcliff,  publisher  of  the  Bay 
View  Neighborhood,  accused  the  Housing 
Authority  of  using  "fraud  and  deceit  to 
drive  African  Americans  out  of  the  city" 
in  September  20th  editorial 

Sonenshine  called  the  decision- 
making process  "a  roller  coaster  ride  for 
the  tenants,"  but  he  said,  "the  residents  of 
Plaza  East  and  Bernal  know  it’s  time." 
Unfortunately,  HUD  --  not  willing  to  risk 
a public-relations  disaster  on  the  order  of 
the  shotgun  evictions  of  South  of  Market 
and  the  Western  Addition  on  the  watch  of 
Democratic  Mayor  Willie  Brown  and 
President  Bill  Clinton  — has  been 
proceeding  leisurely  with  the  evacuation 
and  losing  the  trust  of  area  residents  and 
merchants. 

Sonenshine  categorically  denies  that  a 
process  of  evacuation  and  demolition  will 
take  place  in  North  Beach  before  the  Ber- 
nal tenants  are  relocated,  telling  the  New 
Mission  News  that  it  was  "far  down  the 
line."  This  may  be  true,  but  enormous 
pressure  is  being  brought  by  well-funded 
interests  who  see  the  site,  which  is  ad- 
jacent to  Fisherman’s  Wharf,  at  the  end  of 
the  cable  car  line,  as  a veritable  Comstock 
Lode  of  upscale  residential  and  commer- 
cial opportunities. 


lt  is  to  be  hoped  that  ibriJhim  Habash 
will  be  the  last  of  a long  line  of  victims 
associated  with  the  black  hole  that  is  Ber- 
nal Dwellings  and  with  half  a generation 
of  public  housing  design  that  often  seems 
to  have  been  initiated  explicitly  to  stig- 
matize and  demoralize  residents.  Bragag- 
nolo, who  has  seen  the  plans  for  the 
replacement  housing,  notes  that  the 
elimination  of  common  courtyards  and 
other  architectural  developments 
"definitely  would  decrease  such  avenues 
of  escape." 

Whether  the  Housing  Authority  will 
continue  patrolling  Bernal  between  the 
evacuation  of  the  last  tenants  and  demoli- 
tion, however,  is  something  that  he 
believes  has  not  yet  been  decided.  Two 
weeks  ago  the  federal  caretakers  for  San 
Francisco’s  Housing  Authority  hired  a 
Boston  management  firm  to  restructure 
the  troubled  Housing  Authority,  a move 
that  led  Peter  Byrne  to  comment,  "Well, 
David  Gilmore  (Art  Agnos’s  roundly 
despised  housing  czar)  came  out  of  Bos- 
ton too." 

Sonenshine  said  that  neighbors  who 
have  questions  or  problems  with  Bernal 
Dwellings  that  the  police  cannot  resolve 
may  contact  him  at  554-1200. 
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VALENCIA 


SAN  I-RANCISCO  CONDOMINIUMS 


How  You  Can  Own  Your  Home 


*5%  Down 

*Mortgage  Assistance  ($  0 -$333  per  month) 
* Deferred  Secondary  Financing 
"City  Seconds " (from  $8,500  - $40,000) 


Interested  In  Owning  Your 
First  Home? 


101  VALENCIA  offers  you  exciting 
city  living  at  a price  you  can  afford! 


Centrally  located  within  walking  distance  to  San  Francisco's 
exciting  neighborhoods , transportation  and  downtown 
cultural  centers  ■ SOMA , Castro  and  Mission  Districts 
m BART  and  MUNI  m The  SF  Opera  House 
■ SF  New  Main  Library 


SPECIAL  HOME  FEATURES 


*109  New  Condominiums  with  16  different 
floor  plans  including  40  with  lofts. 
*Designed  by  an  award  winning  architectural  team. 

*Bay  windows  available  in  some  floor  plans. 
*Beautifully  landscaped  central  private  courtyard. 
*Childcare  center  on  premises 
*Secured  buildings , underground  parking 
and  much  more. 

EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY 


101  VALENCIA  offers  first  time  homebuyers  an  exciting  opportunity  to 
purchase  a home  at  these  affordable  prices: 


Studios  $85,000  Studios  + loft  $95,000 

1 Bedroom  from  $100,000  1 Bedroom  + loft  from  $130,000 

2 Bedrooms  from  $140,000  2 Bedrooms  + loft  from  $165,000 

3 Bedrooms  from  $180,000  3 Bedrooms  + loft  from  $200,000 

4  Bedrooms  $220,000 

• Available  for  qualified  households.  Income,  household  size  and  resale  restrictions  will  apply 


For  more  information  Call  - Toll  Free-  Suzy  Kurinsky: 1 1800-793-1 773 
To  receive  informational/application  packet,  please  complete  the  form  below 
and  mail  to:101  VALENCIA  c/o  Affordable  Housing  Marketing  & Sales, 
P.O.  Box  281527,  San  Francisco,  CA  94128-1527  or  fax  it  to  1/510-795-8317 


j (ff  Yes!  Send  information  on  101  VALENCIA,  j 

Name  of  Applicant i 

| Current  Address  I 

City Zip 

Day  Phone Evening  Phone | 

| Annual  Gross  Household  Income  from  all  sources  $ I 

Resources  Available  for  Downpayment  & Closing  Costs  $ , 

Number  of  people  in  household: Ages | 

I (We)  would  be  interested  in  a : 

I OStudio  □ 1 BR  □ 2BR  □ 3BR 

□Studio  +Ioft  □ 1 BR  +loft  □ 2BR  4-loft  □ 3BR  +loft  □ 4BR4loft 

Applicant's  Signature . 

j Co-Applicant  Signature | 

i i 
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Hujazi  continued 


from  page  one 


and  the  conditions  in  which  he  was  forced 
to  live,  has  catalyzed  the  housing  rights 
community.  This  tragedy,  and  the  events 
leading  up  to  it,  provide  an  unsettling  in- 
sight into  the  dynamics  of  tenant-landlord 
interactions  and  into  the  diligence  of  city 
agencies  entrusted  to  maintain  parity  be- 
tween these  two  groups. 

Adrian  Sly  lived  at  3410  22nd  Street 
for  more  than  20  years.  The  last  few  years 
of  his  life  became  increasingly  difficult  as 
AIDS  hijacked  his  body.  Unable  to  sup- 
port himself  or  to  care  for  himself  com- 
pletely, he  turned  to  Lutheran  Social 
Services  and  a hospice  for  help.  In  early 
1996  he  was  told  he  had  four  or  five 
months  to  live.  Little  did  he  know  that  the 
twilight  of  his  sadly  truncated  life  would 
be  filled  with  turmoil,  anxiety,  and  ex- 
hausting aggravation. 

According  to  Pat  Josiah,  Sly’s  mother, 
the  trouble  began  in  March  of  1996.  On 
the  11th  of  that  month,  a DBI  inspector 
responded  to  a complaint  from  Sly  about 
the  condition  of  his  bathroom  — a com- 
plaint Sly  had  made  after  an  unsuccessful 
campaign  to  have  the  landlord,  Monica 
Hujazi,  attend  to  the  problem  herself.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Notice  of  Violation  the 
wood  floor  around  the  bathtub  was 
seriously  deteriorated,  peeling  paint  on 
the  walls  and  ceiling  posed  a lead  hazard, 
mold  and  mildew  covered  the  walls,  and 
the  window  would  not  close.  Hujazi  was 
given  15  days  to  abate,  Le.  fix,  these 
problems.  According  to  Josiah  and  DBI 
inspectors,  workers  came  and  went,  often 
showing  up  unannounced,  and  made  little 
progress. 

On  June  27,  Kate  Gordon  of  the  Hous- 
ing Rights  Committee  received  a call  from 
Sly.  He  told  her  that,  in  addition  to  the 
aforementioned  violations,  his  sink  did 
not  work,  his  shower  was  disconnected, 
and  his  toilet  had  to  be  filled  with  water  by 
hand.  With  help  from  Gordon’s  organiza- 
tion, the  case  went  before  a DBI 
Director’s  Hearing  on  July  18.  Hujazi  was 
ordered  to  complete  the  repairs  or  face 
fines  and  possible  liens  on  her  property. 
In  a prophetic  moment,  Sly  told  his 
mother,  "I’ll  never  live  to  enjoy  a function- 
al home."  And  indeed,  he  died  in  early 
August,  still  without  a fully  working 
bathroom. 

As  his  mother  put  it,  "The  tension  he 
was  under  in  trying  to  deal  with  this  just 
drove  him  crazy.  He  got  weaker  and 
weaker  and  finally  gave  up."  When  she 
went  to  her  son’s  apartment  after  his 
death  to  gather  his  belongings,  Hujazi 
pounded  on  the  door,  demanding  entry. 


When  Josiah  refused,  Hujazi  called  the 
police. 

"When  the  police  came,  they  asked  to 
see  some  identification  and  I just  burst 
into  tears,"  Josiah  recalled.  "I  couldn’t 
believe  this  was  happening."  In  a message 
left  on  this  writer’s  answering  machine, 
Hujazi  found  fault  not  with  herself  or  the 
tenants,  but  with  the  New  Mission  News 
for  exploiting  this  "poor,  sweet  man’s 
tragedy." 

Lutheran  Social  Services,  the  group 
that  had  been  helping  Sly  pay  his  rent,  has 
no  standard  for  determining  which 
landlords  are  allowed  to  participate  in 
their  program.  LSS  housing  advocate  La- 
Cheryl  Porter  allowed  that  "There’s  a 
group  of  landlords  who  take  advantage  of 
our  program."  According  to  Porter,  when 
Hujazi  learned  of  LSS’s  $800  rental  cap, 
she  immediately  raised  her  rents  at  avail- 
able units  to  match  that  amount.  But  in 
light  of  recent  events,  LSS  now  has  an 
unofficial  policy  to  not  place  clients  in 
Hujazi’s  buildings. 

Juan  Sanchez,  another  tenant  at  the 
22nd  Street  property,  is  taking  Hujazi  to 
court  for,  among  other  reasons,  wrongful 
eviction  after  she  served  him  with  a Three- 
Day  Notice,  the  first  step  in  the  eviction 
process,  when  he  complained  to  Hujazi 
about  the  lack  of  repairs.  In  this  case  as 
well.  Notices  of  Violation  issued  by  the 
DBI  in  March  were  not  complied  with 
until  August.  In  one  instance,  Sanchez’s 
bathtub  sat  idle  in  the  hallway  for  two 
weeks  until  the  housing  inspector  shook 
the  stick  of  property  liens  and  fines  at  the 
landlord.  According  to  Anne  Menasche, 
Sanchez’s  lawyer,  Hujazi  maliciously 
harassed  her  client,  using  strong-arm  tac- 
tics to  intimidate  and  silence  him. 

"I  think  that  society  has  the  attitude 
that  landlords  have  some  divine  right,  like 
the  right  of  kings,  to  do  whatever  they  like. 
Property  rights  are  the  most  important 
thing,"  said  Menasche. 

Why  it  took  four  and  a half  months  to 
complete  few  of  the  repairs,  repairs  or- 
dered completed  within  15  days,  is  il- 
lustrative of  the  tactics  landlords  use  to 
skirt  the  Housing  Code.  It  also  reveals 
flaws  within  the  code  enforcement 
mechanism  itself. 

In  an  interview  with  the  New  Mission 
News , housing  inspector  Robert  Noelke 
tried  to  explain  the  actions  taken  by  the 
DBI  in  this  case.  Acknowledging  the  fre- 
quency with  which  Hujazi’s  name  comes 
up  around  the  department,  Noelke 
claimed  that  she  many  of  her  buildings 
were  in  poor  condition  when  she  bought 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 


Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


A NEIGHBORHOOD  MARKET 

3614  18TH  STREET  6e6i«*n 


Coffee  by  the  pound  (whole  bean)  Faye’s  Special  Blend  $5.95 


Protestors  po6e  in  front  of  Hujazi  estate. 


them  and  that  she  is  not,  as  a rule,  a 
negligent  landlord.  Hujazi  bought  the 
property  at  3410  22nd  Street  in  1988, 
"That’s  a long  time  ago,"  Noelke  said.  Ac- 
cording to  DBI  documents,  a second  in- 
spection of  Sly’s  apartment  took  place  on 
July  18.  On  this  notice,  the  problems  with 
the  sink,  shower,  and  toilet  were  noted. 
But  July  18  was  the  same  day  of  the 
Director’s  Hearing  in  which  Hujazi’s 
recalcitrance  in  dealing  with  these 
problems  was  addressed  Disorganization 
like  this  led  Gordon  to  comment  at  the 
hearing,  "The  DBI  dropped  the  ball  on 
this  one." 

According  to  the  inspector  in  charge 
of  the  case,  who  choose  to  remain 
anonymous,  Hujazi  always  had  an  excuse 
for  the  delays.  "She  always  had  a different 
work  crew  there,"  he  said,  "she  was  dif- 
ficult to  deal  with."  But  when  asked  why  it 
took  over  four  months  to  make  any  of  the 
repairs,  he  said  he  did  not  know.  Tenants’ 
rights  advocates  see  a lack  of  a centralized 
authority  over  these  matters  as  a big  prob- 
lem. Landlords  can  play  the  system  by 
making  excuses  or  doing  piecemeal  work 
or  by  intimidating  tenants,  threatening  to 
evict  them  if  they  complain. 

Karen  Carrera,  Deputy  City  Attorney 
for  Code  Enforcement,  agreed.  "I  wish  we 
had  a better,  more  coordinated  efforts 
involving  the  DBI  and  the  District  Attor- 
ney, so  we  could  hit  these  owners  from  all 
sides."  As  it  is  now,  complaints  come  to 
the  DBI,  an  inspector  visits  the  property 
and  files  a Notice  of  Violation,  and 
depending  on  the  responsiveness  of  the 
landlord,  the  DBI  levies  fines  or  refers  the 
case  to  the  city  attorney  or  DA.  for  litiga- 
tion. 

But  fewer  and  fewer  cases  are  ending 
up  on  Canera’s  desk.  When  as  a result  of 
Prop.  G the  BBI  became  the  DBI,  the  DBI 
supposedly  became  more  aggressive, 
dealing  with  negligent  landlords  instead 


of  referring  cases  to  the  city  attorney. 
However  landlords  like  Hujazi,  who 
regularly  play  cat  and  mouse  with  inspec- 
tors and  make  repairs  only  when  absolute- 
ly necessary  and  in  disregard  of  the  DBI’s 
schedule,  show  how  little  landlords  fear 
the  DBI. 

The  case  of  Virginia  Velasco  sheds 
light  on  how  frayed  the  lines  of  com- 
munication between  city  agencies  has  be- 
come. Velasco  owns  six  buildings  in  the 
city,  many  in  the  Mission  District  and 
most  of  them  in  serious  disrepair.  The 
case  came  to  the  attention  of  Carrera. 
Through  litigation,  she  and  her  staff 
secured  a $7  million  judgment  against 
Velasco,  a massive  sum  indicative  of  how 
dilapidated  Velasco’s  buildings  were.  The 
referral  did  not  come  from  the  DBI, 
though,  but  from  a tenants’  rights  group 
that  turned  to  the  city  attorney  after 
receiving  little  help  from  the  inspection 
agency. 

One  idea  incorporating  cooperation  is 
the  Code  Enforcement  Task  Force.  The 
CETF  includes  representatives  from  the 
DBI,  the  City  Attorney’s  Office,  the 
Department  of  Health,  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  the  Police  Department.  In 
unison  they  sweep  into  a building,  cite  the 
dickens  out  of  it,  and  leave,  hopefully  star- 
tling the  owner  into  permanent  com- 
pliance. "The  task  force  is  really  working," 
said  Carrera.  "It’s  a very  positive  develop- 
ment." But  in  her  two  and  a half  years 
working  as  a housing  advocate,  Gordon 
has  never  seen  the  task  force  in  action, 
though  she  would  like  to. 

Meanwhile,  back  in  the  Mission, 
tenants  continue  to  suffer  in  direct 
proportion  to  the  flexibility  of  the  Hous- 
ing Code.  But  to  hear  Inspector  Noelke 
say,  "Enforcement  should  be  something 
that  is  uniform,  not  based  on  someone’s 
personality,"  relief  is  just  a homily  away. 


MISSION  DISTRICT  HOME  OWNERS 

Need  Rehab,  or  an  emergency  repair, 
Can't  pick  up  the  tab? 


Your  Solution  to  Better  Living  is 

Community  Housing  Rehabilitation  Program  (CHRP) 
and 

Code  Enforcement  and  Rehabilitation  Fund  (CERF) 


* A nexv  roof 

* Sewer  repairs 

* New  rear  stairs 

* Electrical  repairs 

* Hot  water 
*To  correct  a 

Code  Violation 


If  you  own  and  occupy  one  or  two  units  and  your  income  is  within  certain 
guidelines,  you  may  qualify  for  a City  sponsored  ( .HRP  or  (.ERF  loans. 

(Exatuplr:  n family  oj'foui  may  wake  n(>  to  $47,0  jl)  f>er year) 


How  do  the  loan  programs  work? 

Maximum  amount  Interest 


CHRP  $4(1.000  / unit 
CERF  $ 7,500  /unit 


Term 


10  vtv  or  upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  title 
l pon  sale  or  transfer  or  the  title 


For  more  information  call: 

Lucy  Pineda  .it  Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation 
864-6432  ext:  308 
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Preference 
Voting  Could 
Fix  City  Politics 

San  Francisco  voters  have  a chance 
to  do  something  great  for  our  city  and 
country  this  November.  We  can  vote  Yes 
on  Proposition  H,  and  energize  our  tired, 
discriminatory  politics  by  adopting  a 
fairer,  more  inclusive  system  called 
Preference  voting.  Under  San 
Francisco’s  current  system  for  electing  su- 
pervisors, each  voter  gets  as  many  votes  as 
there  are  seats  to  fill.  If  there  are  six  seats, 
the  top  six  vote-getters  win.  You  need  a 
ton  of  money  and  big-name  endorsements 
finish  on  top.  So  the  majority  — downtown 
interests  and  the  Democratic  machine  — 
get  all  the  seats.  Of  course,  they’re  en- 
titled to  the  lion’s  share,  but  why  should 
political  and  ethnic  minorities  be  com- 
pletely excluded?  Wouldn’t  we  be  better 
off  with  elected  supervisors  who  could 
contribute  new  ideas  and  represent  for- 
gotten constituencies? 

Currently  the  only  way  minorities  can 
win  is  by  having  the  mayor  appoint  them, 
or  by  having  districts  drawn  specially  for 
them,  leaving  everyone  fighting  over  the 
district  lines. 

Preference  Voting  allows  us  to  elect  a 
board  that  represents  everyone.  No 
quotas,  but  a system  that  respects  the 
majority  while  giving  representation  to  all. 

Preference  voting  critics  say  the  sys- 
tem is  too  complicated.  Yet  if  they  had  to 
have  surgery,  would  they  want  a specialist 
or  would  they  say,  "That’s  too  compli- 
cated. I’ll  just  get  my  mother  to  do  it  with 
a kitchen  knife." 

Preference  voting  is  simple  and 
guarantees  fair  results.  Like  a high-tech 
auto-focus  camera,  preference  voting  is 
just  point  and  shoot. 

Step  1:  Voters  list  all  the  candidates 
they  like,  in  the  order  they  like  them. 

That’s  it.  The  system  does  the  rest. 

If  your  top  choice  can  use  your  vote  to 
get  elected,  he  or  she  gets  the  vote.  If  that 
candidate  has  more  votes  than  needed  to 
finish  in  the  top  six,  your  second  choice 


gets  some  of  your  vote,  too.  If  the  second 
choice  also  goes  over,  some  of  the  vote 
goes  to  the  third  choice,  and  so  on. 

Similarly,  if  your  top  choice  has  too 
few  votes  to  have  a chance,  your  second 
choice  gets  the  vote,  and  so  on  until  at 
least  one  person  of  your  choice  gets 
elected.  True,  the  actual  calculations 
need  a computer.  But  who  do  you  think 
counts  votes  now? 

Preference  voting  will  take  the  big 
money  out  of  the  supervisorial  campaigns. 
Instead  of  needing  100,000  votes,  can- 
didates will  need  only  30,000  to  35,000 
votes.  They  won’t  need  to  wage  a lowest- 
common -denominator  campaign  based 
on  name  recognition.  They’ll  be  able  to 
run  on  the  issues  important  to  them. 

Under  preference  voting,  there’s  no 
such  thing  as  a wasted  vote.  Have  you  ever 
voted  for  someone  you  didn’t  really  sup- 
port because  "your"  candidate  didn’t  have 
a chance?  There’s  no  need  to  do  that  with 
preference  voting.  List  your  real  favorites 
at  the  top,  and  your  fallback  choices  down 
your  list.  One  or  more  of  them  will  win. 
Minority  groups  can  use  preference 
voting  to  elect  one  or  more  of  their  own, 
if  they  want  to.  No  one  has  to  decide  who 
the  anointed  Latino  candidate  is,  for  ex- 
ample. Everyone  can  compete,  and  as 
long  as  Latino  voters  list  them  near  the  top 
of  their  list,  at  least  one  will  win. 

Preference  voting  is  better  than  dis- 
trict elections.  In  single-winner  districts, 
drawing  the  district  lines  decides  who 
wins.  Incumbents  become  almost  un- 
beatable, by  handing  out  patronage  and 
building  up  name  recognition.  In  most 
district-election  cities,  incumbents  win  85 
to  90  percent  of  the  time!  Minorities 
within  the  districts  are  totally  dis- 
enfranchised. And  no  one  looks  out  for 
the  good  of  the  city  as  a whole. 

This  vote  has  national  significance. 
Across  the  country,  ethnic  and  political 
minorities  are  disenfranchised. 
Preference  voting  is  the  way  to  create  true 
representative  government.  Everywhere 
people  are  watching  San  Francisco  to  see 
if  we’ll  lead  American  democracy  into  the 
21st  century. 

Vote  yes  on  Prop  H for  real  democracy 
in  San  Francisco. 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 


Ed  de  la  Cruz  1940-1996 


Ed  de  la  Cruz,  director  of  the  West 
Bay  Multiservice  Center  on  Mission 
Street,  an  organization  de  la  Cruz  helped 
found  and  worked  with  for  two  decades, 
died  last  month  at  the  age  of  56.  He  will 
be  remembered  by  the  Filipino  com- 
munity and  by  his  many  friends  in  the 
non-profit  sector  as  an  energetic  com- 
munity leader  who  never  lost  touch  with 
those  he  served. 

Whereas  many  social  service  agencies 
in  the  Mission  are  focused  on  single  is- 
sues, such  as  housing,  youth  issues, 
economic  development,  and  legal  ser- 
vices, West  Bay  is  a truly  multiservice  or- 
ganization. Cruz’s  responsibilities  were 
enormous,  yet  he  handled  them  profi- 


ciently and  with  grace  and  humor.  Some 
in  the  nonprofit  sector  tend  to  look  down 
upon  their  clients  as  their  own  careers 
ascend;  Ed  de  la  Cruz  remained  as  much 
a friend  to  the  community  as  an  advocate. 

"He  had  a deep  commitment  to  his 
community  in  the  South  of  Market,  but  he 
also  interacted  with  the  Mission,"  recalled 
labor  leader  and  S.F.  supervisor  can- 
didate Jose  Medina,  whose  association 
with  de  la  Cruz  dates  back  to  the  struggle 
to  save  the  International  Hotel.  It  was  a 
battle  that  the  communities  lost,  but  in 
December  the  affordable  Gabriela  Hous- 
ing Development,  at  7th  Street  and 
Natoma,  opens  --  a monument  to  the 
courage  and  compassion  of  Ed  de  la  Cruz. 


MISSION  AREA  FEDERAL 
CREDIT  UNION 
(415)431-2268 


Check  out  our  very  own  ~ new  ATM  machine 
located  at  the  new  Rainbow  Grocery  Store  at 
1745  Folsom  Street,  corner  of  13th  Street. 
This  deposit  taking  machine  is  available  from 
9:00  a.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  seven  days  a week!!! 
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431-4081 
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Candidate  Roundup  Part  Two 

Medina,  Marks,  Marquez  and  St.  James  Speak  Out  On  Neighborhood  Issues 


by  Brian  Doohan 

I-iast  month,  the  New  Mission  News 
printed  the  responses  of  San  Francisco 
supervisors  Barbara  Kaufman  and  Sue 
Bierman  to  questions  about  four  issues  of 
importance  to  the  Mission.  Kaufman  and 
Bierman  are  running  for  reelection  and 
are  leading  in  most  polls.  Also  featured 
were  two  local  challengers,  Manny 
Rosales  and  Maria  Martinez. 

This  month’s  responses  are  from  four 
challengers  who  have  a chance  of  winning 
one  of  the  two  vacant  Board  of  Super- 
visors seats,  or  even  upsetting  one  of 
Mayor  Willie  Brown’s  appointees.  For 
some  reason,  the  letter  "M"  figures 
prominently  in  this  election. 

Two  of  the  four  challengers  are  from 
the  Mission.  Labor  leader  and  former 
police  commissioner  Jose  Medina  is 
making  his  third  run  for  the  board  after 
two  narrow  defeats;  lawyer  Victor  Mar- 
quez is  known  to  the  community  through 
his  work  with  La  Raza  Centro  Legal. 

Carolene  Marks  is  the  wife  of  retiring 
State  Senator  Milton  Marks;  she  has  a 
lengthy  background  in  Democratic  party 
politics.  Finally,  Margo  St.  James  is  an 
only-in-San  Francisco  populist,  an  author, 
a private  investigator,  and  the  founder  of 
prostitutes  advocacy  forum  Call  Off  Your 
Old  Tired  Ethics,  and  the  Hookers’  Ball. 

The  candidates  were  asked  1)  what 
their  planning  priorities  are  for  the  North- 
eastern Mission  (popularly  known  as  the 
NEM1Z),  2)  what  they  proposed  to  do 
about  gang  violence,  3)  what  their  views 
are  on  code  enforcement  and  abandoned 
storefronts  on  Mission,  16th  Street  and 
24th  Street,  and  4)  whether  they  would  be 
a rubber  stamp  for  Mayor  Brown  and  if 
they  anticipate  disagreement  with  him  on 
any  issues. 

NEMIZ 

Carolene  Marks  expressed  no 
preference  among  the  proposed  uses  for 
the  NEMIZ,  focusing  instead  on  the  need 
for  "revamping  city  planning  into  an 
economic  development  framework  to 
provide  both  long-range  and  neighbor- 


hood-based planning."  On  two  occasions 
she  mentioned  the  necessity  of  creating  a 
committee  composed  of  "residents, 
property  owners,  tenants,  institutions, 
and  business"  to  discuss  the  future  of  the 
NEMIZ. 

Victor  Marquez’s  priorities  for  the 
NEMIZ  focus  on  affordable  housing;  he 
also  expressed  concern  about  "luxury  loft 
developments,  which  drive  up  rents  and 
displace  existing  residents."  Marquez 
favors  "clean  industry”  and,  while  em- 
phasizing that  UCSF  must  have  "a  good 
working  relationship"  with  neighbors, 
states,  "I  believe  that  biotech  industry  by 
UCSF  would  be  positive  for  the  NEMIZ." 

Margo  St  James,  like  all  candidates, 
favors  community  input  on  the  planning 
process,  but  she  expresses  a preference 
for  affordable  housing  over  street-level 
storefronts.  St.  James  also  advocates 
"joint  partnerships  between  retired  San 
Franciscans  and  small,  minority,  and 
women-owned  businesses  in  order  to  as- 
sist small  business  in  getting  established." 

Jose  Medina,  citing  his  experience  in 
the  neighborhood,  supports  mixed-use 
development  including  industrial,  infor- 
mation, and  biotech  uses  (the  latter  of 
which  "must  be  carefully  vetted  for  en- 
vironmental hazards").  Medina  would 
offer  city  retrofitting  and  upgrading  assis- 
tance in  exchange  for  "Hire  San  Francis- 
co" commitments  from  employers;  he  also 
supports  child  care  facilities  and  bike 
paths. 

GANGS 

Carolene  Marks,  noting  the  approval 
last  year  of  a measure  authorizing  more 
police  officers,  favors  officer  deployment 
to  "communities  with  the  greatest  need 
given  actual  criminal  activity  that  is  occur- 
ring in  neighborhoods."  Her  three  youth 
priorities  are  1)  early  (presumably  pre- 
school) "intervention,  education,  and  sup- 
port services",  2)  the  establishment  of  a 
teen  court  as  an  alternate  system  of  jus- 
tice, and  3)  the  formation  of  a city  wide  day 
care  policy  for  latchkey  juveniles. 

Victor  Marquez  believes  that  "every 
child  in  this  city  is  worth  saving."  Marquez, 


who  is  director  of  La  Raza  Centro  Legal, 
points  to  such  achievements  as  Program- 
ma  Shortstop,  which  deters  first-time  of- 
fenders from  a criminal  career  and 
supports  the  increased  participation  of 
police  to  work  with  neighborhood  and 
community  youth  groups. 

Jose  Medina  cites  his  support  of  com- 
munity policing  as  Police  Commissioner 
and  says  he  would  work  with  schools  on 
offering  Beacon  centers  and  vocational 
school-to-work  training;  Medina  also 
supports  "parent  and  merchant  involve- 
ment in  local  schools." 

Margo  SL  James  makes  the  point  that 
in  police  and  social  actions  girl  gang  mem- 
bers have  been  ignored.  She  would  like  to 
see  more  sex  education  and  anger- 
management  instruction  in  the  schools, 
more  rehabilitation  programs  for  of- 
fenders, and  more  "options,  alternatives, 
hope,  and  a chance"  for  those  deemed 
at-risk. 

BUILDINGS 

Carolene  Marks  says  she  would 
"launch  a program  of  ‘super-charged’ 
strike  teams  comprised  of  city  workers 
who  will  go  into  at-risk  neighborhoods  to 
provide  almost  all  the  services  the  city 
provides  - all  at  once."  She  believes  more 
community  policing  will  aid  the  revitaliza- 
tion of  the  Mission  corridor. 

Victor  Marquez  says  he  would  use  the 
board’s  "powers  of  oversight  and  inquiry" 
to  target  slumlords.  He  favors  efforts  "to 
appropriate  and  redevelop  abandoned 
buildings,"  and  he  supports  Prop.  A, 
which  would  fund  affordable-housing 
construction. 

Jose  Medina  states,  "I  support  strong 
enforcement  of  existing  laws  and  the  ex- 
ploration of  an  anti-blight  ordinance  re- 
quiring owners  of  abandoned  property  to 
maintain  it  in  compliance  with  specified 
standards.  I also  support  community  ef- 
forts such  as  the  Columbia  Boys’  Club 
steam-cleaning  program  funded  by 
federally-enacted  enterprise  community 
legislation." 

Margo  SL  James  observes  that 
"regulations  are  so  stringent  that  they  in- 


hibit a small- business  owner  from  suc- 
ceeding, even  surviving."  St.  James  would 
promote  the  retired  worker  mentoring 
program  suggested  in  her  NEMIZ 
proposal  for  the  Mission  as  a whole;  she 
also  proposes  including  undocumented 
workers  (as  opposed  to  Pete  Wilson’s  in- 
itiative) and  suggests  the  private  sector 
network  of  AIDS  prevention  and  treat- 
ment services  as  a model  for  public  sup- 
port and  advocacy. 

MAYOR  BROWN 

Carolene  Marks  states,  "I  support  the 
mayor  on  many  issues.  I do,  however,  ex- 
pect that  from  time  to  time  I will  have  a 
difference  of  opinion  with  the  mayor  on 
some  issues.  Our  relationship  is  such  that 
we  can  discuss  issues  as  they  arise." 

Victor  Marquez  states,  "Everyone  who 
knows  me  knows  that  I am  an  independent 
voice.  Mayor  Brown  knew  that  when  he 
endorsed  me,  and  I suspect  that  is  one  of 
the  reasons  he  did."  Marquez  cites  a pos- 
sible difference  of  opinion  over  the  exten- 
sion of  CalTrain  to  downtown  San 
Francisco. 

Jose  Medina  states,  "I  am  running  as 
an  independent  candidate  based  on  my 
nearly  30  years  of  involvement  in  the  Mis- 
sion community.  I believe  the  mayor  has 
been  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the  Mis- 
sion and  I will  support  him  as  long  as  he 
continues  in  this  vein." 

Margo  SL  James  states,  "Willie  and  I 
have  been  friends  for  30  years.  Part  of 
being  friends  with  someone  that  long  is 
the  ability  to  agree  to  disagree."  St.  James 
says  Mayor  Brown  "blew  it  when  he  sug- 
gested [that]  camping  in  the  parks  for  the 
homeless"  would  redirect  the  homeless  to 
unoccupied  areas  of  Mission  Bay.  She 
also  disagrees  with  the  mayor’s  policies  of 
1)  increasing  pay  for  supervisors,  2)  con- 
tinuing to  treat  drugs  and  prostitution  as 
criminal,  as  opposed  to  medical  and 
economic  problems,  and  3)  financing  a 
downtown  stadium.  Since  the  last  item  has 
already  been  approved,  however,  she 
proposes  legislation  to  promote  women’s 
athletic  teams  who  "should  be  able  to  play 
in  the  same  fields  as  the  boys". 
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Free  drop-in  meditation  class  every  Tuesday  at  7pm. 
Meditation  and  Buddhist  courses  offered  regularly. 

Call  for  a free  program.  \ 

SAN  FRANCISCO  BUDDHIST  CENTER 
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Accusations  and  Tough 
Talk  in  Language  War 

English-only  policy  sparks  union  organizing  drive  at 
Family  Development  Center 


by  Brian  Doohan 

N o early  settlement  appears  likely 
in  the  language  wars  that  are  stirring  at  the 
Family  Development  Center,  where 
Spanish-speaking  employees  accuse  ad- 
ministrators of  interpreting  state  English- 
only  laws  in  such  a way  as  to  justify 
prohibiting  conversations  with  one 
another  and  with  Spanish-speaking 
clients. 

The  FDC,  located  at  2730  Bryant 
Street,  offers  early  childhood  services  for 
a population  that  is  predominantly 
Spanish-speaking,  but  with  some  Tagalog 
(Filipino)  and  other  non-English-speak- 
ing  parents.  It  is  administered  by  the 
Family  Service  Agency  (FSA),  which  in 
turn  operates  under  guidelines  of  the  San 
Francisco  Human  Rights  Commission. 
Edwin  Lee,  director  of  the  Human  Rights 
Commission,  has  requested  a meeting 
with  the  FSA  to  discuss  the  matter  before 
his  abrupt  reassignment  by  Mayor  Willie 
Brown. 

On  September  19th,  disgruntled 
employees  of  the  FDC  said  that  directors 
of  the  program  had  imposed  the  English- 
only  policy  even  when  employees  were 
communicating  with  monolingual 
Spanish-speaking  parents.  In  a letter  to 
FDC’s  Judith  Lewis  and  Vivian  Story,  La 
Raza  Centro  Legal  wrote  that  FDC’s 
policies  have  severely  restricted 
employees’  "ability  to  communicate  with 
many  of  the  children  and  parents  at  FDC." 

FDC  employees  have  said  that  while 
anti-Spanish  harassment  dates  back  many 
years,  they  are  sometimes  asked  to  serve 
as  translators  for  English-speaking  ad- 
ministrators. "I  don’t  know  what  makes 


them  do  this,"  one  employee  said,  refer- 
ring to  the  administrators. 

In  a September  20  Examiner  article, 
FSA  spokesperson  Janet  Brauer  denied 
that  such  policy  exists.  But  some 
employees  attribute  the  sanctions  to  a 
common  root  of  many  English-only  con- 
troversies: fear  of  Spanish-speaking  con- 
spirators plotting  against  or  ridiculing 
English  speakers  behind  their  backs. 
"They  told  us  that  since  we  worked  with  a 
very  diverse  group  of  people,  that  they 
were  afraid  that  we  spoke  badly  of  some 
people  and  that  they  couldn’t  understand 
what  we  were  saying,"  an  FDC  employee 
said  at  the  press  conference. 

Little  has  happened  since,  according 
to  Renee  Saucedo  of  La  Raza  Centro 
Legal.  Part  of  the  stalemate  may  be  at- 
tributable to  the  sudden  reassignment  of 
HRC  Director  Lee  by  Mayor  Willie 
Brown.  In  what  is  becoming  a familiar 
patter,  Lee  was  replaced  by  an  interim 
director  who  is  in  turn  expected  to  last 
only  through  October.  If  the  city  cannot 
resolve  the  difficulties  between  FDC, 
FSA,  and  its  Spanish-speaking 
employees,  the  matter  seems  likely  to  be 
headed  to  court  --  both  a court  of  law, 
where  interpretation  of  Pete  Wilson’s 
English-only  policies  has  been  am- 
biguous, and  that  of  public  opinion,  where 
the  reaction,  at  least  of  the  Service 
Employees  International  Union  local  790, 
has  been  clear. 

"They  really  need  protection,"  said 
union  official  Ruben  Garcia,  "so  we  are 
going  to  work  with  them." 

"I  hope  there  will  be  less  racism,  be- 
cause this  is  a Mission  agency  and  we 
need  to  speak  Spanish,"  said  one  worker. 
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Making  Peace  on  the 
Lanlora-Tenant  Front 

New  program  aims  to  reduce  city’s  annual  caseload 
of  45,000  housing  complaints 


by  Adam  Savetsky 

T'he  Department  of  Building  In- 
spection has  joined  forces  with  tenant- 
and  property-owner  associations  to  pro- 
vide a forum  in  which  renters  and 
landlords  can  resolve  their  disputes 
quickly  and  directly,  outside  the  usual 
bureaucratic  channels.  The  Code  Enfor- 
cement Outreach  Program  was  estab- 
lished on  August  22  and  has  already 
reduced  the  number  of  formal  complaints 
against  property  owners  by  providing 
renters  with  the  option  of  having  their 
cases  heard  by  the  Housing  Rights  Com- 
mittee of  San  Francisco  or  St.  Peter’s 
Housing  Committee.  Landlords  with  a 
complaint  can  contact  the  San  Francisco 
Apartment  Association.  These  groups 
will  answer  questions,  act  as  a liaison  be- 
tween landlords  and  tenants,  educate 
both  sides  as  to  their  legal  rights  and 
responsibilities,  and,  hopefully,  bring 
about  conflict  resolution. 

Prior  to  this  program’s  existence,  all 
code-enforcement  complaints  would 
automatically  be  assigned  to  a building 
code  inspector,  who  would  write  a review 
and  issue  a building  code  violation  if 
necessary.  Unless  there  was  complete  and 
thorough  compliance,  these  proceedings 
would  often  take  several  years  to  work 
their  way  through  the  courts  — at  great 
expense  to  the  city.  Both  tenant  and 
landlord  groups  have  praised  the  Code 
Enforcement  Outreach  Program  for  its 
attempt  to  deal  with  disputes  before  the 
creaky  wheels  of  government  are  set  into 
motion. 

"This  is  the  first  time  the  Department 
of  Building  Inspection  has  tried  anything 
like  this,  and  it’s  also  the  first  time  tenants 
and  landlords  are  getting  together  inde- 
pendently to  solve  their  problems,"  said 


DBI  public  information  officer  Peter 
Burns.  "This  way  both  sides  will  seek 
counseling  and  feel  more  comfortable  in 
the  process." 

Renters  will  have  their  complaints 
heard  and  will  be  represented  by  an  ad- 
vocacy group,  which  then  contacts  the 
landlord  in  the  hopes  of  bringing  him  or 
her  into  compliance.  Landlords  are  af- 
forded the  opportunity  to  respond  to  the 
tenant’s  charges  before  a formal  violation 
has  been  issued  — and  before  they  are 
threatened  with  legal  penalties.  In  this 
new  environment,  both  renter  and 
landlord  can  come  to  the  table  feeling  less 
intimidated  and  in  a better  position  to 
negotiate. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  program  will 
reduce  the  total  load  of  complaints  --  cur- 
rently 45,000  per  year  — saving  public 
funds,  enhancing  expediency,  and 
promoting  efficiency  on  other  building- 
code  enforcement  programs. 

"If  these  problems  can  be  handled  out- 
side of  the  courts,  the  results  are  generally 
more  satisfactory,"  said  Burns.  "Citizens 
working  out  problems  by  themselves, 
where  possible,  is  preferable.  A couple  of 
cases  have  already  been  worked  out  suc- 
cessfully, so  we’re  very  hopeful  for  the 
program." 

DBI  is  making  an  effort  to  seek  out 
people  with  limited  or  no  English  speak- 
ing skills;  DBI  pamphlets  and  billboards 
are  being  produced  in  English,  Spanish, 
and  Chinese. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Department  of  Building  Inspection  (558- 
6220),  the  Housing  Rights  Committee  of 
San  Francisco  (749-3700),  St.  Peter’s 
Housing  Committee  (487-9203;  asistencia 
en  espanol),  or  the  San  Francisco  Apart- 
ment Association  (255-2288). 


10AM  - 6PM 

MONDAY  - SATURDAY 

HARRINGTON  BROS. 


V. 


FURNISHINGS  & ANTIQUES 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 


861-7300 


WE  BUY  & SELL  EVERYTHING 
FOR  HOME  AND  OFFICE 
OLD  & LIKE  NEW  & ANTIQUE 


MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 


FABRIC 

Specializing  in  Fabrics  for 
Bridal  & Evening  Wear 

1 0 to  20%  Off 

All  Kinds  of  Fabric  With  Mention  of  This  Ad! 

Wholesale  & Retail  Fine  Fabrics  at  Low  Prices 

Imported  Designer  Fabrics 


2093  Mission  (btwn  1 6th  & 1 7th) 
(415)  864-3624  • Fax  (415)  864-3754 


SAIFI 


NEW  MISSION  NEWS  OCTOBER  1996  PAGE  9 


mission  broadsider 


by  andy  solow 


A Few  Thoughts 
on  the  Dolores 
Park  Soccer  Field 

Over  four  years  ago,  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1992,  Lawrence  Kischmischian, 
Eileen  Gold,  and  I tiptoed  through  the 
part  of  Dolores  Park  that  is  now  a soccer 
field.  Little  did  we  know  that  in  spite  of 
the  broad-based  support  of  Mission  resi- 
dents it  would  take  more  than  four  years; 
18  public  hearings;  $1,500  worth  of 
stamps,  Xerox  copies,  and  exhibits;  exten- 
sive library  research,  consultations  with 
the  curator  of  the  Magnes  Museum  (the 
Jewish  Archive),  the  mortuary  director  of 
the  Home  of  Peace  Cemetery,  the 
spiritual  leader  of  Congregation 
Emanuel,  the  Native  American  Heritage 
Commission,  the  real  indigenous  people 
of  the  San  Francisco  Bay  region,  and  a 
private  civil  engineering  contractor;  and 
more  than  $330,000  to  complete  the  con- 
struction of  one  practice-size  soccer  field. 

The  credit  for  the  completion  of  the 
Dolores  Park  Soccer  Field  goes  to  the 
hundreds  of  Mission  residents  who  beat 
the  bureaucrats  into  submission  by  testify- 
ing at  meeting  after  interminable  meeting. 
It  took  four  years  and  18  public  hearings 
to  get  the  job  done  because  former 
Recreation  and  Park  Department  general 
manager  Mary  Burns  did  everything  in 
her  power  to  stop  the  field’s  construction. 
Burns’s  attempts  to  sabotage  the  project 
culminated  in  a proposal  to  construct  a 
210-foot-by-210-foot  soccer  field  with  no 
field  lines.  No  wonder  she  finally  got  the 
axe. 

Burns  opposed  the  project  because 
she  was  trying  to  save  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  the  additional  $40,000 
per  year  needed  to  maintain  part  of 
Dolores  Park  as  an  athletic  field  rather 
than  as  a "passive-use  open  space." 
Meanwhile,  we  continue  to  pay  upwards 
of  $500,000  for  each  wayward  youth 
prosecuted  and  incarcerated  for  commit- 
ting a violent  crime  in  our  city. 

The  Dolores  Park  Soccer  Field  may 
cost  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department 
a little  extra  money,  but  it  will  save  San 
Francisco  millions  of  dollars  a year  by 
providing  a significant  number  of  youths 
with  one  more  alternative  to  mischief. 


The  completion  of  the  Dolores  Park 
Soccer  Field  is  proof  positive  that 
grassroots  political  action  coordinated 
over  the  years  is  probably  the  only  way  to 
get  anything  done  in  San  Francisco  when 
the  beneficiaries  of  that  effort  are  poor 
children  who  don’t  vote. 

Dolores  Park  Soccer 
Field  Facts 

$300,000  in  1993-1994  (from  1992- 
1993)  Open  Space  money  was  allocated 
for  the  development  of  a soccer  field  in 
Dolores  Park  with  the  following  stipula- 
tions: "the  field  shall  have  no  fencing,  no 
concrete  retaining  walls,  no  lighting  and 
no  bleachers." 

The  field  was  intended  to  be  used  for 
youth  soccer  practice  as  well  as  dog  walk- 
ing, frisbee  playing,  outdoor  theater  per- 
formances, and  other  recreational 
activities. 

The  Dolores  Park  Soccer  Field  was 
proposed  jointly  by  the  Dolores  Park 
Coalition  and  the  Mission  Youth  Soccer 
League.  The  original  Dolores  Park  Soc- 
cer Field  ($Open  Space$)  proposal 
(1992)  was  submitted  by  Eileen  Gold  on 
behalf  of  the  Dolores  Park  Coalition  and 
signed  by  over  100  residents  of  the  area 
immediately  adjacent  to  Dolores  Park. 

The  portion  of  Dolores  Park  in  ques- 
tion (bounded  by  the  tennis  courts,  19th 
St.,  Church  St.,  & Dolores  St.)  was  pre- 
viously used  extensively  as  an  athletic 
field.  S.F.  Recreation  & Parks  Dept,  staff 
from  Eureka  Valley  Playground  regularly 
lined  the  athletic  field  for  baseball  and 
football  practice. 

This  same  portion  of  Dolores  Park 
was  also  previously  used  as  a grave  yard 
by  Congregation  Emmanuel.  At  least 
1,636  corpses  were  exhumed  from  it  be- 
tween 1889  and  1904.  There  are  no  Native 
American  remains  buried  in  Dolores 
Park. 

This  community  based  proposal 
changed  the  grade  slope  in  a 190’  x 270’ 
section  of  Dolores  Park  (immediately  ad- 
jacent to  the  tennis  courts)  from  five  per- 
cent to  three  percent,  a net  change  in 
elevation  of  four  feet  in  three  hundred. 
This  was  done  by  "cut  and  fill"  (earth 
moving)  without  the  use  of  a concrete 
retaining  wall.  A 185’  x 300*  passive  use 
open  space  remains  between  the  end  of 
the  athletic  field  and  Dolores  St. 


The  190’  x 270’  practice  soccer  field 
can  accommodate  a single  practice  field 
170’  x 250’  with  room  to  vary  the  place- 
ment of  the  sidelines  and  goals  to  mini- 
mize excessive  wear.  The  190’  x 270’ 
practice  field  can  also  accommodate  two 
half  fields  120*  x 170’  for  use  for  soccer 
practice  by  children  up  to  high  school  age. 

The  minimum  dimensions  of  a regula- 
tion soccer  field  are  200’  x 300’;  but  a 
regulation  field  is  not  necessary  for  youth 
soccer  practice. 

There  are  over  4,000  youths  attending 
the  middle  schools,  high  schools,  and 
parochial  schools  in  the  area  immediately 
adjacent  to  Dolores  Park.  These  include: 
Mission  High  School,  Everett  Middle 
School,  Horace  Mann  Middle  School, 
James  Lick  Middle  School,  Mission 
Dolores  School,  and  St.  Charles  School. 
These  youths  have  been  commuting  to 
Beach  Chalet  (at  the  beach)  and  Crocker 
Amazon  to  practice  and  play  soccer. 

The  Dolores  Park  Soccer  Field  was 


supported  by  former  Mayor  Frank  Jor- 
dan; Supervisor  Susan  Leal  and  the 
majority  of  the  Board;  the  S.F.  Board  of 
Education;  former  Chief  of  Police  An- 
thony Ribera  and  the  S.F.  Police  Commis- 
sion; Mission  High  School;  Everett, 
Horace  Mann,  & James  Lick  Middle 
Schools;  Mission  Dolores  and  St.  Charles 
Parochial  Schools;  and  the  Ohlone 
people. 

Special  thanks  to  former  Mission  High 
School  Principal,  Lupe  Arabolos,  Eileen 
Gold,  Juan  Gonzalez,  Larry  Kischmis- 
chian, A1  Lopez,  Fernando  Alvarez, 
Lynne  Phillips,  Mary  Harden,  Clif  Cox, 
Ethel  Newlin,  Ross  Worden,  Vicki  Riga, 
former  Rec  Park  Commission  President, 
Jack  Immendorf,  La  Nita  and  Richard 
Sanchez,  Bob  Dutra,  Midge  Wilson, 
Mauricio  Aviles,  Maria  Sousa,  Jill 
Learner  and  the  hundreds  of  people  who 
gave  their  time  to  help  make  this  proposal 
a reality. 
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You’ll  need  more  than  pen 
and  ink  to  get  that  contract 
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At  Last! 

The  Best  Lunch  in 
the  Solar  System 
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Tuesday  thru  Friday:  &:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 
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1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io  4 Sunday 


Invest  in  the  future 
of  San  Francisco. 


Hire  a youth  today. 

Jobs  for  Youth  is  a year-round  youth  employment  program 

DEDICATED  TO  PREPARING  SAN  FRANCISCO’S  YOUNG  PEOPLE  TOR 
GOOD  JOBS  AND  GOOD  CAREERS  BY  PROVIDING  THEM  WITH  EARLY 
EXPOSURE  TO  THE  WORLD  OF  WORK.  HUNDREDS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 
EMPLOYERS  ARE  USING  THE  JOBS  FOR  YOUTH  PROGRAM  TO 
RECRUIT  QUALIFIED,  PRE-SCREENED  YOUTH  FOR  ENTRY-LEVEL  POSI- 
TIONS AND  WORK-EXPERIENCE  PROGRAMS.  ALREADY  THIS  YEAR, 

Jobs  for  Youth  has  placed  nearly  1085  San  Francisco 

YOUTH  INCLUDING  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENT  PICTURED  HERE — 
IN  JOBS  AND  INTERNSHIP  PROGRAMS  ALL  OVER  THE  CITY. 

There  are  still  many  talented  high  school  and  college-aged 

YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULTS  PREPARED  TO  WORK  IN  FULL-TIME, 
PART-TIME,  TEMPORARY  OR  YEAR-ROUND  POSITIONS.  WON’T  YOU 
MAKE  AN  INVESTMENT  IN  THE  FUTURE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO’S 
YOUTH  AND  IN  THE  FUTURE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO — BY  HIRING  A 
YOUNG  PERSON  TODAY? 


“Working  with  law  this  summer  has  helped  me  learn  what 
I want  to  do  in  the  future,”  says  Laura  Carnero,  senior  at 
J.  Eugene  McAteer  High  School.  "It  has  inspired  me.  I’d  like 
to  be  a corporate  attorney  and  now  I know  what  to  expect  in  the 
future.  This  job  has  also  helped  me  improve  my  computer  and 
typing  skills  and  I’ve  enjoyed  working  with  people  and  feeling 
part  of  a company.” 


How  to  Help? 

Call  (41 5)  8 61 -JOBS. 

call  (41*11  861-lOBSyuu  will  he  connected  lo 
experienced  employment  professional  who  will  take  \vur 
Job  order  and  refer  to  yon  only  those  c andidates  qualified 
to  meet  your  specific  needs 


Jobs  for  Youth. 
An  Investment 
That  Works 
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Tf mUK)rk-  CaliJbrni“  foment  Development 
Department,  Cty  College  of  San  Francisco.  San  Francisco  Business  Times  and  The  PBN  Company 
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Summit  Looks  to  24th  Street’s  Economic  Future 


by  Victor  Miller 

T he  24th  Street  Economic  Summit 
held  at  Mission  Street’s  Masonic  Temple 
on  September  12  and  14  had  as  it  ex- 
pressed aim  "to  articulate  a unified  com- 
munity-based vision  of  the  development 
of  the  24th  Street  corridor."  The  unified 
vision  will  have  to  wait  for  the  10  hours  of 
presentations  (on  five  different  topics)  to 
be  condensed  into  an  "action  plan"  by  the 
summit’s  organizers  the  24th  Street 
Revitalization  Committee.  This  will  be  no 
easy  task,  since  the  summit’s  lengthy  agen- 
da included  a wide  variety  of  opinion  from 
both  invited  panelists  and  the  public. 

Also  neededto  be  considered  into  the 
"action  plan"  are  the  previous  studies  and 
plans  for  the  Mission  area  that  have  been 
churned  out  at  about  one  a year  for  the 
last  five  years  at  not  inconsiderable  public 
expense.  These  all  show  lots  of  planning 
not  a lot  of  action,  whatever  document 
emerges  from  the  summit  will  hopefully 
not  fall  into  this  pattern. 

Attendance  at  the  summit  was  good, 
with  close  to  100  people  attending  even 
the  weekday  sessions.  The  summit  was  a 
needed  long  hard  look  at  the  problems 
and  the  potential  of  the  Mission’s 
predominately  Latino  (54  percent  of  all 
firms)  commercial  strip.  The  first  session 
dealt  with  quality  of  life.  It  opened  with  an 
impressive  presentation  by  Professor  Ra- 
quel  Pinderhughes  of  San  Francisco  State 
University.  Pinderhughes  painted  an 
alarming  picture  of  the  socioeconomic 
position  of  Latinos  in  the  Mission. 

She  noted  that  Latinos  in  the  Mission 
have  the  highest  school  dropout  rate,  57 
percent;  the  highest  official  unemploy- 
ment rate,  12  percent  (undocumented 
workers  were  not  factored  in);  and  the 
lowest  individual  annual  earnings,  $8,085. 
The  percentage  of  Latinos  living  below 
the  poverty  line  hardly  changed  between 
1970  (24  percent)  and  1990  (25  percent). 
During  the  same  period,  the  Mission’s 
Latino  population  increased  from  45  per- 
cent to  52  percent,  but  homeownership 


declined,  from  16  percent  to  12  percent. 
Pinderhughes  stated,  "Poverty  in  the  Mis- 
sion District  is  mostly  related  to  the  fact 
that  Mission  workers  earn  wages  so  low 
they  cannot  lift  their  families  above  the 
poverty  level." 

Captain  A1  Casciato  of  Mission  Police 
Station  also  spoke  at  this  session  and  once 
again  outlined  his  Adopt-a-Block  pro- 
gram, which  gets  officers  out  of  their  cars 
and  requires  them  to  hold  problem-solv- 
ing meetings  with  residents  and  busi- 
nesses. Casciato  touched  briefly  on  a 
police  crackdown  on  problem  bars  and 
liquor  stores. 

The  weakness  of  existing  laws  to  deal 
with  these  establishments  had  caused  this 
process  to  be  slow-going,  but  the  stretch 
of  violence-prone  bars  and  seedy  liquor 
stores  in  the  middle  of  the  24th  Street 
business  area  is  seen  by  many  as  a major 
factor  in  the  area’s  slow  growth.  The  Oc- 
tober 1 closure  of  the  Diamond  Club  at 
24th  and  Harrison  will  be  a step  forward. 
Perhaps  a comprehensive  campaign  to 
shut  down  some  of  these  places  will 
emerge  from  the  summit. 

Andy  Solow,  neighborhood  gadfly  and 
columnist  for  this  paper,  asked  what  the 
panel  what  was  being  done  with  $2  million 
in  economic  development  funds 
entrusted  to  a consortium  of  nonprofits 
called  the  Mission  Armory  Foundation. 
Supervisor  Susan  Leal,  who  chaired  this 
session,  responded,  "We  are  preparing  a 
presentation  to  the  mayor  on  what  we  do 
to  get  that  money  back."  The  foundation 
has  held  the  money  and  done  nothing  for 
nearly  five  years. 

The  Business  Stabilization  panel  that 
followed  offered  probably  more  advice  on 
loan  procedures  than  could  be  absorbed 
on  a warm  afternoon  but  did  have  an  in- 
spiring presentation  on  grassroots  or- 
ganizing by  Carlos  Ramos,  president  of 
the  Association  of  Latino  Merchants  of 
Salinas.  Alfonso  Maciel,  owner  of  Maciel 
Printing,  on  24th  Street,  gave  the  most 
succinct  and  worthwhile  advice  on  how  to 
succeed  in  business:  "Treat  people  with 


There  was  a big  turnout  for  the  opening  of  the  smmit.  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 


respect."  Unlike  most  dispensers  of  ad- 
vice, Maciel  has  a reputation  for  following 
his  own. 

The  summit’s  third  session  on  youth 
entrepreneurship  was  chaired  by  obvious- 
ly-running-for-reelection  Supervisor 
Michael  Yaki.  The  panel  included  Robert 
Elegio  Alfaro,  20,  of  Mission-based 
Latinism,  a group  of  youth  who  have 
produced  high-quality  posters  and  T- 
shirts  promoting  the  message  of  peace 
among  young  people.  Latinism  recently 
went  to  New  York  to  receive  an  award 
from  the  National  Foundation  for  Educa- 
tion and  Entrepreneurship.  Latinism  has 
also  tried  to  introduce  the  concept  of  "12," 
a motif  found  in  many  Latinism  designs  as 
a symbol  for  peace  an  alternative  to  either 
"13"  or  "14,"  the  numbers  with  which  rival 
gangs  identify  themselves.  Latinism,  for 
all  its  years  of  good  works,  still  needs  a 
production  facility  and  retail  outlet.  Its 
chief  supporters,  the  Real  Alternative 
Program  and  the  Community  Peace  In- 
itiative, are  helping  with  this. 

Panelist  Scott  Goeming  of  the  Mission 
Area  Federal  Credit  Union  announced 
the  formation  of  a youth  credit  unoin 
funded  by  the  San  Francisco  Enterprise 
Community.  Young  people  employed  in 
this  program  would  make  loans  to  other 


young  people. 

Another  Enterprise  Community 
funded  program,  the  Sunrise  Pressure 
Cleaners,  a youth-operated  sidewalk- 
cleaning operation  that  now  employs  15 
youth,  also  attended  this  part  of  the  sum- 
mit. Sunrisers  explained  their  service  and 
did  what  they’ve  been  doing  at  every 
public  gathering  for  last  the  few  weeks: 
hustling  contracts. 

Larry  del  Carlo  of  the  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District  described  the 
district’s  new  "School  to  Career"  program, 
which  would  create  internships  — some 
paid,  some  not  --  for  high  school  students 
with  for-profit  and  nonprofit  concerns  in 
order  to  better  prepare  teenagers  for  the 
job  market. 

For  some  reason,  Yaki  repeatedly 
asked  the  question  "Is  youth 
entrepreneurship  really  the  answer  [to  the 
Mission’s  economic  problems]?"  The 
point  in  fact  being  the  reverse:  economic 
opportunity  is  an  answer  to  the  very  severe 
problem  of  youth-on-youth  violence 
plaguing  the  Mission. 

All  in  all,  this  was  the  most  optimistic 
part  of  the  summit. 

continued  next  month 


807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Street) 

824-3494 

Open  Everyday 

11:00-11:00 


Natural  Niman  Schell  Beef  and  Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


What  do  you  want  to  ask 
The  Dentist? 


FOR  ONLY  ONE  DOLLAR, ONLY  ONE  DAY 


Receive  a complete  dental  exam,  necessary 
Xrays,  a written  estimate  and  answers  to 
your  questions. 

One  Day  only = SATURDAY  .OCTOBER  12 


Mission  Dental  Health 8am  to  5Pm 

"2725  Mission  St 


close  to  23rd  St. 
824-2292 
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Celebration  of  Immigrant 
Pride  Set  for  October  12 


by  Adam  Savetsky 

In  1990,  according  to  that  year’s 
U.S.  Census,  27%  of  San  Francisco  resi- 
dents were  noncitizens.  Factoring  in  un- 
documented residents,  foreign-born 
citizens,  and  more  recent  newcomers,  it  is 
now  safe  to  assume  that  one  out  of  every 
three  San  Franciscans  is  an  immigrant  -- 
the  majority  of  whom  will  never  be  given 
a voice  within  our  "democratic"  system. 
The  San  Francisco  group  Immigrants 
Rights  Movement  was  established  two 
years  ago  as  a response  to  Prop  187,  which 
attempted  to  strip  all  rights  and  benefits 
from  undocumented  immigrants.  Last 
year,  the  group  successfully  sponsored  a 
resolution  through  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors that  designated  one  day  a year  as 
Immigrant  Pride  Day. 

The  second  annual  Immigrant  Pride 
Day  is  Saturday  October  12;  an  all-day 
celebration  will  be  held  on  24th  Street 
between  Mission  and  South  Van  Ness, 
and  in  surrounding  areas.  It  is  not  strictly 
a cultural  fair,  an  informational  fair,  or  a 
political  rally,  but  rather  it  incorporates 
elements  of  all  three.  There  will  be  food, 
crafts,  art  exhibits,  dance  and  theater  per- 
formances, and  movies,  all  representing 
various  cultures.  Special  booths  will  offer 
information  on  health  issues,  workers 
rights,  and  voter  registration.  The  day  will 
also  feature  workshops,  speakers,  and 
debates  addressing  such  issues  as  voting 
rights,  affirmative  action,  and  anti-im- 
migration and  anti-welfare  laws  — all  with 
an  eye  toward  full  legal  rights  for  im- 
migrants and  their  families. 

Event  coordinator  Carlos  Petroni 
views  the  day  as  an  opportunity  to  expand 
political  activity  among  immigrants  and, 
he  said,  "to  show  with  pride  what  our  con- 
tributions to  society  are." 

"Immigrants  make  up  50  percent  of  all 
small  businesses  in  town  and  employ  up  to 
30  percent  of  all  workers,"  he  said.  "Ninety 
percent  of  us  pay  work  and  pay  taxes,  but 
you  didn’t  hear  these  statistics  at  Mayor 
Brown’s  economic  summit." 

"And  immigrants  save  lives,"  he  con- 


tinued. "Twenty  percent  of  the  neurosur- 
geons and  30  to  40  percent  of  the  emer- 
gency nurses  in  town  are  immigrants.  It 
should  be  very  clear  that  we  need  the 
immigrant  community  to  help  solve  the 
problems  of  the  city." 

Petroni  believes  the  old  San  Francisco 
political  power  machine  holds  too  much 
power  in  the  city  and  excludes  minority 
groups.  He  points  to  the  fact  that  only  one 
minority  has  ever  won  a city  election  on 
the  first  try  without  having  been  ap- 
pointed earlier. 

"And  this  is  in  a city  that  is  54  percent 
people  of  color.  Mayor  Brown  appoints 
21  executive  committee  members  to  his 
family-youth  summit  and  only  one  is 
Latino.  Meanwhile,  28  percent  of  the 
children  in  town  are  Latino.  Of  the  102 
public  child  care  facilities,  only  two  are 
located  in  the  Mission,  another  two  in 
Bayview-Hunters  Point.  Without  political 
power  we  don’t  get  the  services  we  need." 

In  response  to  these  statistics,  The  Im- 
migrants Rights  Movement  has  put  forth 
the  Immigrants  Voting  Rights  Initiative, 
which  provides  specific  voting  rights  for 
immigrants  — rights  that  have  already 
been  enacted  in  New  York  City,  Chicago, 
and  Maryland.  Another  strategy  Im- 
migrants Rights  Movement  is  pursuing  is 
the  reinstatement  of  district  elections  for 
San  Francisco  supervisors;  a district-elec- 
tions initiative  will  also  be  on  the  Novem- 
ber ballot.  If  reestablished,  district 
elections  would  force  board  members  to 
be  more  responsive  to  their  neighborhood 
constituents  and  would  make  it  more  af- 
fordable to  run  for  office. 

From  September  15  to  October  12  an 
outreach  campaign  called  Consulto 
Popular  will  poll  immigrants  on  their 
preferred  candidates  for  national,  state, 
and  local  offices.  It  will  also  query  them 
on  several  relevant  issues  such  as  crime, 
drugs,  and  fighting  right-wing  attacks  on 
immigrants. 

"Bashing  immigrants  was  enough  to 
win  an  election  two  years  ago,  but  I don’t 
think  it  will  be  this  year,"  Petroni  said. 
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TENANT’S 

LAWYER 

Eviction  Defense 
Rent  Increases 
Wrongful  Eviction 
Rent  Board  Petitions 
Lease  Disputes 


Free  Initial  Phone  Consultation 
Reasonable  Rates 

Weekend  and  Evening  Appointments 

(415)437-2643 

Richard  Hurlburt 
Attorney  At  Law 

503  Dolores  Street,  Suite  205,  at  18th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(by  appointment) 


GANGSPEAK 


I’m  from  Aztlan 


by  Roberto  Eligio  Alfaro 

F ools,  fools,  my  raza  fools.  Too,  too 
many  have  died.  Can’t  help  but  cry.  The 
gavachos  look  at  me  — my  brown  face  — 
and  hope  I disappear  to...  where?  Where 
would  I go?  Gone  all  alone  to  a land!  A 
land  where  only  the  vatos  can  roam.  To 
me  it  would  be  Aztlan.  Aztlan  is  where, 
where  I should  be  learning  chingaderas 
that  make  me  happy.  The  four  directions, 
the  four  peoples,  my  people,  all  the 
people,  not  one-sided  - yeah  - one- 
sidedness! Look  into  this  American  land, 
this  stupid-ass  raciest-ass  land  of  the  free, 
home  of  everything  except  me.  But  we  die 
- yeah  - we  die,  not  at  the  hands  of  he 
who  chose  our  class  and  told  us  to  get  out 
because  we  wouldn’t  kiss  his  ass  - you 
know,  the  gavacho  who  turned  us  down 
because  our  skin  is  brown  or  because  of 
where  we  live.  Do  you  live  in  the  Mission? 
In  the  mission!  You  know  that  guy  who 
looks  at  you  with  goofy  eyes  and  you  thinkt 
in  your  mind:  "That  pendejo!"  Like  20 
times  he’s  always  around  and  you  know 
he’s  calling  you  names  and  it  pisses  you  off 
--  every  day!  But  he’s  not,  he’s  not  the  one 
you  turn  your  back  to  see  and  rhink  "He’s 


gonna  shoot  me!"  — ese  gava  no  te  hace 
nada,  perro  tu  carnal.  Yeah!  "Yo  lo  con- 
osco  a ese  cabron  lo  mato"  and  "Where 
you  from?"  comes  from  a dingy  taqueria 
that  you  are  proud  to  be  in  front  of  be- 
cause it  relates  to  you,  so  it’s  cool.  You 
can’t  think  big  because  you  think  like  he, 
he  who  thinks  that  this  is  the  land  of  the 
free  and  you  don’t  understand  that  we 
could  be  as  one  family,  one  nation.  The 
vatos  locos  need  to  see  and  I cry  out  as 
hermano  would  to  carnal:  "No  somos 
surenos!  No  somos  Nortenos!  No  somos 
de  alia  ni  de  aca!"  I say,  instead,  "I’m  from 
Aztlan!" 


Editor’s  Note:  Aztlan  means  one’s 
sacred  home. 


Gang  members:  This  is  your  column. 
This  is  your  voice.  Send  your  words,  poems, 
rap  songs,  essays,  and  art  to:  Deanne 
Berger-Moudgil,  Gangs  peak  Column 
Editor,  do  New  Mission  News,  777  Valen- 
cia Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110.  Call 
Deanne  at  864-6531  or  page  her  at  227- 
6338. 
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Selection  of 
African,  Latin, 
Brazilian,  Carib- 
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Selected  music 
(Traditional  & 
Contemporary). , 

693  Guerrero  St  @ 

18th,  San  Francisco 
Hours:  Tuesday  to 
Saturday,  noon  to  7; 
Sunday  from  1 to  6. 
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*7 he.  yenuine  *pinit  of  San  tfnancidca  i*  alioe  and 
utetl  on  16  th.  Sheet  where  people  from  all  corner* 
Of  the  ylobe  came  and  lioe  toyelhen  a*  tteiyhbor* 

■ &*d  friend*.  At  the  heart  ol  the  North  Minion  are 

book*hap*,  cafe*,  cinema*,  art  *pace *,  jayy  and 
dance  club*,  theater*.,  affordable  ethnic 
redaurant*,  eclectic  clothing  and  uniyue  furniture 
*hap*. 

Vndhrdandably,  the  1 6 th  Sheet  area  ha* 
become  home  to  many  anted*  and  writer*.  Cafe* 
exhibit  ant  and  pneAent  lioe  muAic.  *7heaten*  offer 
drama,  new  literature,  neat  mu*ic  and  performance.  San*  briny  in 
the  latent  band*.  Voice*  from  local  ichoali,  childhen  A proyram* 
and  chnnche*  fill  the  Aidevudk*,  public  *pace*  and  pl<iyyAnjjud-i 
with  poetry  and  lauyhter.  Poet*,  wniten*,  ptaywniyhti,  hipder* 
and  international  touriil*  hannt  the  cole*. 


Additionally,  onn  neiyhbonhood  i*  fortunate  to  have  health 
and  *ociat  Service  ayencie*  wonhiny  to  addne**  the  inhenent 

challenye i of  Ufa  in  a multicultural,  unban 

® *7 he  backdrop  fan  thi A vital  hodyepodye  of 
h**h*  and  hiitorie*  i*  a cuniou * unban  context 
*panniny  *eoenal  ceutunie*.  'll/e  one  home  to 
the  landmark  Mi**ion  alone* , San  tynauciico'*  aided 
buildiny  and  an  adjacent  churchyard  with  one  of  the 
city  '*  only  remaininy  cemetenie*.  At  one  time,  el  Jlayo  de 
to*  1 tialore* , a lake,  covered  whole  portion*  o f the  North 
Mi**ion  and  ienved  a*  a compute  fan  OudianA  and 
Spaniard*  who  hunted  the  field*  and  fiihed  the  water*. 

Notably,  the  corner  of  Camp,  and  Albion  Sheet*, 
which  wilt  be  marked  with  a California  dlidorical  Society  ptayue 
thi*  October,  a*  the  find  4ite  of  Minion  TUolore*,  wa*  aha  the  *ile  of 
*1iv  Jl all  at  which  the  "divine” Sarah  Semhandt  performed  in  one 
of  hen  American  tour*.  A yho*t  i*  purported  to  dill  be  *een 
there,  meanderiny  about  on  occasion, 
fyamilie*  from  Mexico,  Quatemala,  Nicanayua,  Cl  Salvador, 
Southead  A*ia,  the  Philippine*,  China  and  C unape  reiide  here  and 
enrich  the  area  by  hanAplantiny  their  culture*,  lanyuaye*,  art*, 
cuitom*  and  people  to  the  didrict. 

Vie,  the  neiyhbor*  of  1 6th  Street  and 
the  North  Minion,  invite  you  to  celebrate  our 
*pecial  community  thi*  October. 

Gome  and  enjoy! 


DIRECTORY 


ARTS 

American  Indian  Film  Institute  333  Valencia,  Suite 
322;  554-0525 

Artists'  Television  Access  (ATA)  992  Volencio;  824- 
3890 

Bewegung  427  South  Von  Ness  Avenue;  703-0554 
(lorion  Alley  Mural  Project  863-1860 
(lay  Studio  743  Horrison;  777-9080 
Community  Music  (enter  544  Copp,  647-6015 
Creativity  Explored  3245  16th,  863-2108 
Epicenter  Zone  475  Volencio,  431  2725 
Footwork  Dance  Studio  3221  22nd;  824-5044 
FourWolls  Arlspoce  3160-A  16th;  626-8515 
Inslituto  Pro  Musica  de  Colifornio  295  Sonchez  431- 
4234 

Intersection  for  the  Arts  446  Volencio,  626  2787 
Komolion  Internotionol  2779  16th;  861-6423 
The  LAB  2984  16th,  864-8855 
The  Marsh  1062  Volencio;  641-0235 
Museo  Conlempo  419  South  Von  Ness  Avenue;  431 
8624 

New  Performance  Gallery  3153  17th,  626-6745 
Roxie  Cinemo  3117 16th;  863-1087 
Southern  Exposure  401  Alobomo;  863-2141 
Tole  Spinners  Theater  2940  16th  *205,  431-2221 
El  Teotro  de  lo  Esperomo  P0  Box  40578,  94110’ 
255-2320 

Theatre  Rhinoceros  2926  16th  #9;  861-5079 
Totol  Mobile  Home  431-4007 
Virtorio  Theatre  2961  16th;  863-7576 

BOOKSHOPS  • RECORDS  • VIDEO 

Abandoned  Plonel  Bookstore  518  Volencio  861- 
4695 

The  Adobe  Bookshop  3166  16th;  864-3936 
Arabic  Book  (enter  864-1585 
Bolerium  Books  2141  Mission  *300;  863-6353 
Forest  Books  3080  16th;  863-2755 
leother  Tongue  1714  Volencio;  552-2900 
LURE  Books  By  appointment;  255-8547 
Monzanito  Books  & Records  3686  20th;  648-0957 
Modern  Times  Bookstore  888  Volencio;  282-9246 
Round  World  Records  593  Guerrero;  255-841  1 
16th  Note  3126  16th;  626-7257 
Toll  Stories  2141  Mission;  255-1915 

CLUBS  • BARS 

Albion  Club  3139  16th;  552-8558  - 

Blondie's  Bor  No  Grill  540  Volencio.  864-2419 
Cosonovo  lounge  527  Volencio;  863-9328 
City  Club  2950  16th 
Dalvo  3121  16th;  252-7740 
Or.  Bomboy's  3192 16th;  431-5255 
Elbo  Room  647  Volencio;  552-7788 
Kllowott  3160  16th.  861-2595 
Cofi  liso  485  14th;  626-2805 


RESTAURANTS  • CAFES 

Toke  Orders  3122  16  th 

Amiro  590  Volencio,  621-6213 

Arinell  Pizzo  509  Volencio  255-1303 

Artistic  1 491o  Guerrero 

Coft  Istonbul  525  Volencio,  863-8854 

Cafe  Mocondo  3159  16th;  863-6517 

Caf6  Solar  577  Volencio 

(hick'N'Coop  3036  16th;  864-1748 

Chile  Undo  2944  16th,  621-6108 

Esta  Noche  3071  16th,  861-5757 

Gronde  Ho's  Hibochi  Sushi  3111  16th;  626-5022 

Katz's  Bogels  3147 16th;  552-9122 

Lo  Cabana  Reslouront  2931  16th 

la  Cumbre  515  Volencio;  863-8205 

lo  Movido  3228  16th 

Maloi  Thai  3189  16th;  626  8528 

Moriochi's  508  Volencio 

Moyo  Toquerio  3198  16th,  621-8052 

Mission  Grounds  3170  16th  621-1539 

Mission  Hunon  2960  16th;  621-8288 

New  Down  3174  16th,  553-8888 

Ponchito's  Restouront  3091  16th;  431-4232 

Poncho  Villa  Toquerio  3071  16th;  864-8840 

Posloio  3182  16th;  255  2440 

Picoro  3120  16th;  431-4089 

PinoMonio  3227  16th;  255-1600 

Puerto  Allegre  546  Volencio 

Scenic  Indio  532  Volencio 

The  Slanted  Door  584  Volencio 

Sonia's  Tocquerlo  2943  16th 

Tocquerlo  lo  (abono  2931  16th;  255-7652 

TiCouz  Creperie  3108  16th;  252-7373 

Truly  Mediterranean  3109  16th;  252-7482 

Young's  860  3412  17th 

We  Be  Sushi  538  Volencio 

GOODS  * SERVICES 

AnyKind  Check  Cashing  500  Volencio;  861-2220 
B&K  Cleaners  3151  16th 
BAT  Produce  3052  16th 

California  Sovings  & Loan  3000  16th,  863-6644 
Clothes  Contact  473  Volencio;  621-3212 
Community  Thrift  625  Volencio;  861-4910 
Copycot  Service  3128  16th;  621-2268 
Corvi  Florist  3008  16th;  621-3284 
Doljeels  541  Volencio 

Dello  Cruises  & Tours  291  Geory  #406;  421-7447 
Oiscount  Printing  3153  16th;  626-2222 
Duggon's  Funerol  Service  3434  17th,  431-4900 
Epicenter  Zone  47S  Volencio 
Eyedore  Optometries  3199  1 6th,  241-0240 
Horringlon's  Furniture  599  Volencio;  861-7300 
Heod  547  Volencio 

Hwo  lei  Morket  2970A  16th.  863-1618 


Johnny's  Donuts  3092  16th 
Jumbo  Wosh  & Dry  3167  16th;  431-1850 
K&0  Market  3177  16th;  621-8774 
Kong's  Bargain  Center  2118  Mission,  626-2082 
Lo  Hociendo  Market  3100  16th;  431-8445 
Ubreria  (ristiano  3126  16th;  431-9027 
lee  Hong  Solon  3107  16th 
New  Bomboy  Bazar  548  Volencio 
New  Bohemio  Signs  3202  16th 
Nu2u  Thrift  510  Volencio 
Plonet  Health  Food  Compony  524  Volencio;  558- 
9150 

Quod  Xpress  Printing  3169  16th;  861-3433 
Roinbow  Grocery  1745  folsom;  863-0620 
Royon  Vert  3187 16th;  931-5519 
Salvadoran  Bakery  535  Volencio,  431-4554 
Sam's  Shoe  Service  3135 16th,  861-1851 
Slogi's  liquors  30S5  16th,  863-3123 
Slot  Slolion  539  Volencio;  626-6767 
Super  Thrift  560  Volencio 
Three  Eighty  One  381  Guerrero;  621-3830 
Von  Gogh  Tattoo  Studio  513  Volencio,  Suite  2;  621- 
6096 

Walgreens  1979  Mission;  558-8905 

SOCIAL  SERVICES 

Albion  Comp  Neighbors  Association  1 19  Albion;  552- 
2673 

Americon  Indion  Friendship  House  80  Julion 
Arriba  Juntos  2017  Mission,  3rd  floor,  863-9307 
AYUDA  2940  16th  #323;  861-7419 
Californio  Reinvestment  Committee  474  Volencio 
#110.864-3980 


16TH  STREET/NORTH 

3 1 28  1 6th  Street  # 1 03 
San  Francisco,  Ca  941 10 
415-522-9535 


Centro  latino  1656  15th;  861-8758 
(olemon  Advocates  2601  Mission  *804,  641-4362 
Columbio  Pork  Boys  A Girls  Club  450  Guerrero;  861- 
8232 

Compoheros  del  Borrio  474  Volencio,  Suite  145  431- 
9925 

OoycoreChild  Development  Office  673  Volencio 
Filipino-American  Council  2940  16th  #319,  626- 
1608 

Guerrero  Tronsitionol  living  Progrom  899  Guerrero 
550-4575 

Homelink  Mentor  Program  440  Volencio  #A203 
Institulo  loboral  de  lo  Rozo  2947  16th 
Iris  (enter  Women's  Recovery  333  Volencio  Suite 
222;  864-2364 

Julion  Neighbors  1 15  Julion  #5,  552-0092 
lo  Rozo  Centro  legal  474  Volencio  #295,  575-3500 
lo  Rozo  Information  (enter  474  Volencio  #100 
latino  Network  474  Volencio,  487-7820 
Lifeline  424  Guerrero,  861-4820 
listen  to  Our  Elders,  Listen  lo  Our  Children  485- 
5786 

Mon  Alive  474  Volencio  #235;  552-1361 
Marshall  Elemenlory  School  1575  15fh;  241-6280 
Mission  Economic  Development  Association  2601 
Mission,  9th  Floor;  282-3334 
Mission  Areo  Credit  Union  2940  16th,  Suite  305 
255-7229 

Mission  Hiring  Holl  3042  16th;  626-1919 
Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation  474 
Volencio  #280;  864-6432 
Mission  Merchants  3236  21st;  641-4924 
Mission  Neighborhood  Center  362  Copp;  206-7747 


Mission  Neighborhood  Heolth  Center  240  Sholwell, 
552-3870 

Mission  Playground  Neighborhood  Association  3554 
1 9th,  5S3-8717 

Mission  Police  Station  630  Volencio;  558-5400 
Mission  Reoding  Clinic  474  Volencio,  Suite  210;  575- 
3535 

Mission  Woldorf  Kindergarten  474  Volencio  #280,  - 
864-6432 

Mobile  Assistance  Progrom  1446  Morket;  431-7400 
Notomo  Neighbors  1393  Nafomo.  626-0712 
New  College  766  Volencio,  241-1300 
New  Mission  News  777  Volencio;  695-8702 
P00ER  474  Volencio,  431-4210 
Proyerto  Conlro  SIDA.  Por  Vido  2973  16th’  864- 
7278 

Rodicol  Women  S23o  Volencio;  864-1278 
Redstone  Building  2940  16th;  558-8133 
Saint  John's  Educotionol  Thresholds  Center  3040 
16th;  864-5205 

Soint  Peter's  Housing  Committee  474  Volencio;  487- 
9203 

Stop  AIDS  201  Sanchez.  575-1545 
Tenants  Union  538  Copp 
Tiempo  latino  Newspaper  3288  21st;  642-1065 
Volencio  Gardens  Tenants  Association  370  Volencio, 
Suite  101.  861-1635 
Volencio  Holl  523A  Volencio 
The  Womens  Building  3543  18th;  431-1180 
Wolden  House  1885  Mission;  554-1 100 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  ASSOCIATION 
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MON 
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TUE 


1 


Poetry  Reading 

by  Jorge  Cortifias  ond  Joyce  E. 
Young;  Intersection  for  the  Arts, 
446  Valencia  Street,  8:00  pm, 
S5/S3  membets,  students, 
seniors;  626-2787 


WED 


Deporting  the  Divas 

A ploy  by  Guillermo  Reyes 
presented  by  Teotro  de  lo 
Esperonzo  ond  Theatre 
Rhinoceros,  Theatre  Rhinoceros, 
2916  16th  Street,  8:00  pm, 
$12— $18, 861-5079 

El  Dorado 

A performance  by  the  Umo 
Ensemble;  450  Flondo  Street; 
621-7797 


THU 


Deporting  the  Divas 

A play  by  Guillermo  Reyes 
presented  by  Teotro  de  lo 
Esperonzo  ond  Theatre 
Rhinoceros;  Theatre  Rhinoceros, 
2916  16th  Street,  8:00  pm, 
$12-518,861-5079 

El  Dorado 

A performance  by  the  Umo 
Ensemble,  450  Florida  Street; 
621-7797 


Deporting  the  Divas 

A play  by  Guillermo  Reyes  presented  by 
Teotro  de  lo  Esperonzo  ond  Theatre 
Rhinoceros;  Theatre  Rhinoceros,  2916 
16th  Street,  8:00  pm,  $1 2-$18, 861- 
5079 

Beauty 

Steven  Potterson  in  o ploy  presented  by 
Koliyugo  Arts,  Theotre  Rhinoceros,  2916 
16th  Street.  8:30  pm,  S10;  861-5079 

El  Dorado 

A performance  by  the  Umo  Ensemble; 
450  Flondo  Street;  621-7797 


Deporting  the  Divas 

A ploy  by  Guillermo  Reyes  presented  by 
Teotro  de  lo  Esperonzo  ond  Theotre 
Rhinoceros;  Theotre  Rhinoceros,  2916  16th 
Street,  8:00  pm,  512-SI8, 861-5079 

Beauty 

Steven  Potterson  in  o play  presented  by 
Koliyugo  Arts,  Theotre  Rhinoceros,  2916 
16th  Street,  8:30  pm;  $10;  861-5079 

El  Dorado 

A performance  by  the  Umo  Ensemble,  450 
florido  Street;  621-7797 

SALSA  PARTY 


Beauty 

Steven  Potterson  in  o ploy 
presented  by  Koliyugo  Arts;  Theotre 
Rhinoceros,  2916 16th  Street, 

7:30  pm,  $10;  861-5079 

El  Dorado 

A performance  by  the  Umo 
Ensemble;  450  Florida  Street;  621- 
7797 

EXPERIMISSION 


Dine  for  Justice 

Support  the  Worker's  Advocacy 
Project  of  lo  Rozo  Centro  legol; 
TiCouz  Crepene,  3108 16  th 
Street;  6:00-8:00  pm;  575- 
3500 


8 


lO 


11 


12 


Performance,  Writing, 
Poetry  Reading 

by  Colette  Jackson  ond  Mory 
Hope  lee,  Intersection  for  the 
Arts,  446  Volencio  Street,  8:00 
pm;  $5/53  members,  students 
ond  seniors;  626-2787 


Deporting  the  Divas 

A ploy  by  Guillermo  Reyes 
presented  by  Teotro  de  lo 
Esperonzo  ond  Theotre 
Rhinoceros;  Theotre  Rhinoceros, 
2916 16th  Street,  8:00  pm, 
$1 2-51 8;  861-5079 


Blue  Morphine 

A ploy  presented  by  Tale  Spinners 
Theater;  2940  16th  Street;  8:30 
pm;  431-222 

Deporting  the  Divas 

A ploy  by  Guillermo  Reyes 
presented  by  Teotro  de  lo 
Esperonzo  ond  Theotre 
Rhinoceros,  Theatre  Rhinoceros, 
2916 16th  Street,  8:00  pm; 
$12-518;  861-5079 

Mouth  to  Mouth 

A performance  by  the  lob  Projekf 
Group,  Theater  Artaud,  450 
Florido  Street;  621-7797 


Blue  Morphine 

A ploy  presented  by  Tole  Spinners  Theater; 
2940  16th  Street,  8:30  pm;  431-2221 

Deporting  the  Divas 

A ploy  by  Guillermo  Reyes  presented  by 
Teotro  de  lo  Esperonzo  ond  Theotre 
Rhinoceros,  Theotre  Rhinoceros,  2916 
16th  Street,  8:00  pm;  $12-51 8;  861- 
5079 

Mouth  to  Mouth 

A performance  by  the  lob  Projekt  Group, 
Theater  Artoud,  450  Flondo  Street;  621- 
7797 


TALESPINNERS  BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION 

Blue  Morphine 

A ploy  presented  by  Tole  Spinners  Theater; 
2940  16th  Street,  8:30  pm;  431-2221 

Deporting  the  Divas 

A ploy  by  Guillermo  Reyes  presented  by 
Teotro  de  lo  Esperonzo  and  Theotre 
Rhinoceros;  Theotre  Rhinoceros,  2916 16th 
Street,  8:00  pm,  $12-518;  861-5079 

Mouth  to  Mouth 

A performance  by  the  lob  Proiekt  Group. 
Theater  Artoud,  450  Florido  Street;  621- 
7797 


11 


14 


Mouth  to  Mouth 

A performance  by  the  Lob  Projekt 
Group;  Theater  Artoud,  450  Florida 
Street;  621-7797 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


Poetry 

by  Componeros  del  Barrio; 

Mission  immigront  children  reod 
their  poetry;  Intersection  for  the 
Arts,  446  Volencio  Street;  8:00 
pm,  $1— $5  donation;  626-1636 

North  Mission  Park 
Installation  Project 

A window  exhibit  created  by 
children;  St.  John's  Educational 
Thresholds  Center,  3040  16th 
Street 


North  Mission  Park 
Installation  Project 

A window  exhibit  created  by 
children;  St.  John's  Educational 
Thresholds  Center,  3040  16th 
Street 


North  Mission  Park 
Installation  Project 

A window  exhibit  created  by 
children;  St.  John's  Educational 
Thresholds  Center,  3040  16th 
Street 


Blue  Morphine 

A ploy  presented  by  Tole  Spinners  Theater, 
2940  16th  Street,  8:30  pm;  431-2221 

Beauty 

Steven  Potterson  in  o ploy  presented  by 
Koliyugo  Arts;  Theotre  Rhinoceros,  2916 
16th,  8:30  pm,  $10;  861-5079 

North  Mission  Park  Installation 
Project 

A window  exhibit  created  by  children;  St. 
John's  Educational  Thresholds  Center, 
3040  16th  Street 


Blue  Morphine 

A ploy  presented  by  Tole  Spinners  Theater; 
2940  16th  Street,  8:30  pm;  431-2221 

North  Mission  Park  Installation 
Project 

A window  exhibit  erected  by  children;  St. 
John's  Educational  Thresholds  Center,  3040 
16th  Street 


20 


21 


22 


21 


24 


25 


26 


Beauty 

Steven  Potterson  in  o ploy 
presented  by  Koliyugo  Arts;  Theatre 
Rhinoceros,  2916 16th  Street, 
7:30  pm,  $10;  861-5079 

North  Mission  Park 
Installation  Project 

A window  exhibit  created  by 
children;  St.  John's  Educational 
Thresholds  Center,  3040  16th 
Street 


CHILDREN  & YOUTH 
POETRY 

North  Mission  Park 
Installation  Project 

A window  exhibit  creoted  by 
children;  St.  John's  Educational 
Thresholds  Center,  3040  16th 
Street 


Party 

Mission  Housing  ond 
Development  Corporation's  25th 
Anniversary;  864-6432 

Experimental  Fiction 

by  Elizabeth  Block,  Intersection 
for  the  Arts,  446  Volencio  Street; 
8:00  pm,  $5/$3  members, 
students,  seniors;  626-2787 

North  Mission  Park 
Installation  Project 

A window  exhibit  creoted  by 
children;  St.  John's  Educational 
Thresholds  Center,  3040  16»h 
Street 


North  Mission  Park 
Installation  Project 

A window  exhibit  creoted  by 
children;  St.  John's  Educational 
Thresholds  Center,  3040  16th 
Street 


North  Mission  Park 
Installation  Project 

A window  exhibit  aeated  by 
children;  St.  John's  Educational 
Thresholds  Center,  3040  16th 
Street 

Dinner  & Film 

Vegon  dinner  followed  by  film 
Velorution:  One  (Cuban)  City's 
Solution  to  the  Automobile,  New 
College  Cultural  Center,  766 
Volencio  (18th),  6:00  pm,  $10- 
$15  dinner  & film;  $5  film  only 


Blue  Morphine 

A ploy  presented  by  Tole  Spinners  Theater; 
2940  16th  Street.  8:30  pm;  431-2221 

Beauty 

Steven  Potterson  in  o ploy  presented  by 
Koliyugo  Arts;  Theotre  Rhinoceros,  2916 
16th  Street,  8:30  pm,  $10;  861-5079 

North  Mission  Park  Installation 
Project 

A window  exhibit  created  by  children;  St. 
John's  Educational  Thresholds  Center, 

3040  I6fh  Street 


MISSION  TENANTS  FAIR 
Blue  Morphine 

A ploy  presented  by  Tole  Spinners  Theater; 
2940  16th  Street,  8:30  pm;  431-2221 

Beauty 

Steven  Patterson  in  o ploy  presented  by 
Koliyugo  Arts;  Theotre  Rhinoceros,  2916 
16th  Street.  8:30  pm,  $10;  861-5079 


27 


28 


29 


lO 


11 


HISTORY  WALK 

North  Mission  Pork 
Installation  Project 

A window  exhibit  creoted  by 
children;  St.  John's  Educational 
Thresholds  Center,  3040  16fh 
Street 


Rop  on  Asian  American 
Aesthetics 

Poet  Morilyn  Chin  joins  wnter 
Richard  Oyomo,  Intersection  for 
the  Arts,  446  Volencio  Street; 
8:00  pm,  $5/$3  members, 
students,  seniors;  626-2787 

North  Mission  Park 
Installation  Project 

A window  exhibit  aeoted  by 
children;  St.  John's  Educational 
Thresholds  Center,  3040  16th 
Street 


Poetry  Reading 

by  Morilyn  Chin,  followed  by  o 
reception;  Intersection  for  the 
Arts,  446  Volencio  Street,  8:00 
pm,  $5/$3  members,  students, 
seniors;  626-2787 

North  Mission  Park 
Installation  Project 

A window  exhibit  created  by 
children;  St.  John's  Educational 
Thresholds  Center,  3040  16th 
Street 


North  Mission  Park 
Installation  Project 

A window  exhibit  creoted  by 
children,  St.  John's  Educational 
Thresholds  Center,  3040  16th 
Street 


Performances 

by  Jimmy  Turner  ond  Robert 
Moses;  Theater  Artoud,  450 
Florido  Street;  621-7797 

HALLOWEEN  TRICK  OR 
TREAT 

North  Mission  Park 
Installation  Project 

A window  exhibit  aeoted  by 
children,  St.  John's  Educational 
Thresholds  Center,  3040  16th 
Street 
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Beacon  Shines  Brighter 

Innovative  Community  Center  Succeeds  and  Expands 


by  Victor  Miller 

During  the  Mission  Community 
Bridges  Beacon’s  first  year  of  operation, 
over  400  young  people  and  parents  par- 
ticipated in  the  program’s  wide  range  of 
educational,  recreational,  and  career 
preparatory  activities.  The  Mission 
Beacon,  located  at  Everett  Middle 
School,  is  a collaborative  project  of 
dozens  of  community  programs,  the  first 
of  several  such  efforts  now  underway  in 
San  Francisco.  It  had  the  initial  organizing 
support  of  CPI,  and  it  functions  as  a year- 
round  community  center,  during  and  after 
school  hours,  with  ongoing  projects  at 
Everett,  Sanchez  Elementary  School,  and 
Mission  High  School. 

Three  hundred  youth,  parents,  and 
teachers  attended  the  Beacon’s  April  25 
kickoff  event,  which  featured  information 
booths  from  local  businesses,  entertain- 
ment by  the  Mission  High  Drill  Team,  and 
(as  is  apparent  in  the  above  photo)  lots  of 
food.  This  successful  event  was,  like  most 
of  the  Beacon’s  programs,  the  result  of 
months  of  thoughtful  preparation  by  the 
Beacon  Interim  Council,  a group  32  young 
people,  teachers,  parents,  and  community 
organizations  who  worked  tirelessly  to 
make  the  Beacon  vision  of  voluntarism, 
cooperation,  and  opportunity  a reality. 

The  content  of  the  initial  Beacon 
programs  was  developed  by  a 12-person 
team  dubbed  the  Outreach  Liaisons  for 


Community  Bridges  Beacon.  Between 
February  and  April  the  Liaisons  surveyed 
over  500  Mission  residents  on  their 
opinion  about  how  the  Beacon  should 
operate  and  what  it  should  offer.  To  this 
end,  the  Liaisons  conducted  workshops  in 
schools,  churches,  and  community  agen- 
cies; the  result  has  been  a very  grassroots, 
very  democratic  undertaking. 

One  notable  aspect  of  the  Beacon  is 
the  Beacon  Office  Student  Staff  (BOSS), 
a group  of  27  middle-school  students.  The 
students,  as  part  of  a career  preparation 
program,  have  served  as  the  main  staff 
support  for  the  Beacon  offices.  They  have 
efficiently  and  professionally  performed 
the  day-to-day  duties  of  maintaining  an 
office:  answering  the  telephone,  operat- 
ing the  copy  machines,  filing  records,  and 
doing  the  computer  work  necessary  to 
keep  the  organization  alive.  The  BOSS 
students  have  also  done  what  many  more 
established  organizations  have  failed  to 
do:  they  have  documented  in  words  and 
photographs  every  Beacon  program  and 
event,  sometimes  listing  the  name  of  every 
participant.  When  CPI,  the  Beacon,  and  a 
number  of  community  agencies  met  with 
White  House  aide  Jeremey  Ben-Ami  in 
September,  the  booklet  the  BOSS  stu- 
dents had  put  together  made  quite  an 
impact.  Three  of  the  BOSS  trainees 
earned  paid  internships  at  the  Beacon  last 
summer. 

A few  of  the  many  ongoing  programs 


ASSERT 

! YOUR  RIGHTS  ! 

Law  Offices  of 
Steven  J.  McDonald 

* Excellence  in  Legal  Advocacy 

* SLIDING  SCALE  & FLAT  FEES 

* FREE  CONSULTATION 

FAMILY  LAW 

(divorce,  paternity,  support,  custody, 
settlements,  appeals,  modifications) 

LANDLORD/TENANT 


(415)  431-6229 

12  Gough  Street  (at  Market  St.) 

Suite  303 

" / am  committed  to  providing 
the  working  class  with 
superior  legal  services 
at  affordable  rates  " 


Tues-Sat  Lunch- Dinner 

2140  MISSION 

415  861-0972  For  Parties! 


Dolores  Park 
Homeopathy 
3869  18th  St. 
415-565-0979 

We  offer  Classical  Homeopathy  for 
individuals  and  families  and  cater 
to  all  people. 

Please  call  Lyn  Farrugia  C.  Horn 
and  Richard  Pitt  R.S.  Horn,  C.C.H. 

565-0979 


FREE  DELIVERY 

WITHIN  35  MINUTES  OR 
PICKUP  IN  15  MINUTES 

821-4600 

3392 24TH  STREET 

(AT  VALENCIA  STREET) 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94110 

695-9200 

1681  CHURCH  STREET 

(CORNER  OF  J9TH  STREET) 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94131 
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at  the  Beacon  are: 

BANE  LA.  Bay  Area  Network  of 
Latinas  provides  mentorship  for  Latin 
women,  filling  an  important  gap  in  ser- 
vices for  young  Latino  women. 

AACCE.  This  education  and  talent- 
search  program  tutored  58  kids  this  year 
and  helped  them  prepare  to  get  into  the 
high  schools  of  their  choice.  AACCE  also 
arranges  field  trips  to  college  campuses, 
where  young  people  get  a taste  of  the 
college  experience  and  fmd  out  about  col- 
lege eligibility  requirements. 

The  Children  and  Youth  Poetry 
Movement.  This  writing  workshop  meets 
twice  a week  and  has  a dozen  participat- 
ing young  poets. 

Kid  Power.  Kid  Power  is  a continuing 


critique  of  Beacon  activities  and  a source 
of  proposals  for  new  directions  run  by 
seventh  and  eighth  graders.  Last  year’s 
evaluation,  entitled  "Open  If  You  Dare," 
resulted  in  an  increased  number  of  tutors, 
especially  younger  tutors,  at  Beacon 
facilities. 


The  Beacon  also  offers  courses  and 
services  open  to  all  members  of  the  com- 
munity. Among  these  are  conflict  media- 
tion, citizenship  classes,  and  life 
enhancement  workshops. 

The  Beacon  is  located  at  Everett  Mid- 
dle School,  450  Church,  room  19,  and  is 
open  Monday  through  Friday,  8 a.m.  to  9 
p.m.,  and  Saturdays  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m.  For 
more  information,  call  626-5222. 
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N & F Liquidation 

2526  Mission  St.  Between  21st  & 22nd  st. 


WHY  GO 
ANYWHERE 
ELSE!!? 

Top  quality  & 
Name  brand 
items  at 
closeout  prices 
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FULL& 

FULLER 

FIGURED 

WOMEN 
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PANTS 
UP  TO 
SIZE  52 

UNDER- 
GARMETS 
UP  TO 
SIZE  64 


Open  7 Days  A Week:  10:00  A.M  to  7:00  P.M 

(415)  206-0995 
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BICYCLES  BY 

SPECIALIZED  schwinn 

NISHIKM 

TREKusa 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


VAHAfC/A  CVClffiy  HOURS:  10  - 6 MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io  4 Sunday 


Invest  In  the  future 
of  San  Francisco. 


Hire  a youth  today. 

Jobs  for  Youth  is  a year-round  youth  employment  program 

DEDICATED  TO  PREPARING  SAN  FRANCISCO’S  YOUNG  PEOPLE  TOR 
GOOD  JOBS  AND  GOOD  CAREERS  BY  PROVIDING  THEM  WITH  EARLY 
EXPOSURE  TO  THE  WORLD  OF  WORK.  HUNDREDS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 
EMPLOYERS  ARE  USING  THE  JOBS  FOR  YOUTH  PROGRAM  TO 
RECRUIT  QUALIFIED,  PRE-SCREENED  YOUTH  FOR  ENTRY-LEVEL  POSI- 
TIONS AND  WORK-EXPERIENCE  PROGRAMS.  ALREADY  THIS  YEAR, 
Jobs  for  Youth  has  placed  nearly  1085  San  Francisco 

YOUTH— INCLUDING  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENT  PICTURED  HERE — 
IN  JOBS  AND  INTERNSHIP  PROGRAMS  ALL  OVER  THE  CITY. 

There  are  still  many  talented  high  school  and  college-aged 
YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULTS  PREPARED  TO  WORK  IN  FULL-TIME, 
PART-TIME,  TEMPORARY  OR  YEAR-ROUND  POSITIONS.  WON’T  YOU 
MAKE  AN  INVESTMENT  IN  THE  FUTURE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO’S 
YOUTH  AND  IN  THE  FUTURE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO — BY  HIRING  A 
YOUNG  PERSON  TODAY? 


“Working  with  law  this  summer  has  helped  me  learn  what 
I want  to  do  in  the  future,"  says  Laura  Carnero,  senior  at 
J.  Eugene  McAteer  High  School.  “It  has  inspired  me.  I’d  like 
to  be  a corporate  attorney  and  now  I know  what  to  expect  in  the 
future.  This  job  has  also  helped  me  improve  my  computer  and 
typing  skills  and  I’ve  enjoyed  working  with  people  and  feeling 
part  of  a company.” 


How  to  Help? 

Call  (41 5)  861 -JOBS. 

When  jo//  call  (415)  86! -JOBS you  trill  he  connected  to  an 
experienced  employment  professional  tebo  mil  take  your 
jol?  order  and  refer  to  you  only  those  candidates  qualified 
to  mec‘t  )x>ur specific  needs 


Jobs  for  Youth. 

An  Investment 
That  Works 


A7>/v  CK  7 Zina  *’  “ ‘ P°"SOr  °J  JohsJ°r  Youth  along  with  KPIX  5 Television. 

,W"lw  Primle  h“‘"s"y  Council  of  San  Francisco.  Inc. 

Yen hZL Z a,y'!x’rlufCammerce.  San  Francisco  l Inffletl  School  Die, rid.  San  Francisco 

AVwnS ' re  fl“s'"ess Nl'luwk  California  Employment  Development 
IXpantm  „/.  City  College  oj  San  Francisco.  San  Francisco  Business  limes  and  the  PBN  c on, party 


1996  Greater  Mission  Awards 


It  seems  like  just  a short  time  ago  we 
were  all  washing  down  the  free  buffet  with 
complimentary  beer  at  the  1995  Greater 
Mission  Awards  bash,  but  last  month  it 
was  time  for  the  1996  bash,  held  at  Bay 
View  Federal  Bank.  The  awards  are  given 
out  by  the  Greater  Mission  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  Tourism,  which  includes 
the  Mission  Merchants  Association,  the 
24th  Street  Merchants,  the  16th  Street 
Association,  the  Northeast  Mission  Busi- 
ness Association,  and  the  Mission 
Economic  Development  Association. 
And  the  winners  are: 

Best  24th  Street  Business:  The  Elves 
Office  Support  Services,  run  by  Manuel 
Davila  and  longtime  Mission  activist 
Jenny  Rodriguez. 

Best  Mission  Corridor  Business: 
Bruno’s.  John  Varnedos’s  establishment 
was  named  one  of  the  top  100  restaurants 
in  the  Bay  Area  by  that  morning  daily 
paper. 

Best  16tb  Street  Business:  Chile 
Lindo.  Owners  Paula  Tejeda  and  Dennis 
Maxwell  put  on  last  month’s  terrific  Chile 
Festival. 

Best  Northeast  Mission  Business: 
Gwen  Kaplan’s  Ace  Mailing.  Kaplan  is  a 
founder  of  the  Northeast  Mission  Busi- 
ness Association,  which  was  established 
in  1990. 

Mission  Miracle  Mile  Fifty  Year 
Award:  Bob  Kruezenberger,  who  three 
times  has  served  as  president  of  the  Mis- 
sion Merchants  Association. 

Best  Nonprofit  Provider  Award:  Mis- 
sion Area  Federal  Credit  Union  (Raquel 
Castillo  Lewis,  CEO).  The  credit  union 
grew  40  percent  last  year  alone. 

Best  Elected  Leader:  Supervisor 

Susan  Leal,  for  her  many  Mission  District 
efforts,  especially  her  work  in  getting  a 
$450,000  grant  for  improved  street  light- 
ing on  Mission  Street. 


Banker  of  the  Yean  David  E 11m an  of 
the  Mission  Street  Bank  of  America,  for 
his  many  contributions  of  time  and  energy 
to  Mission  community  activities. 

Favorite  San  Francisco  Vendor 
Award:  Those  nice  French  toilet  people  at 
J.C.  DeCaux. 

Heart  of  the  City:  The  Department  of 
Parking  and  Traffic,  for  its  work  on  the 
S.F.  General  Hospital  garage,  the  Hoff 
Street  Garage,  and  for  its  assistance  with 
the  new  mural  on  the  Bartlett  Street 
Garage. 

Birthplace  of  the  Bay  Area  Com- 
munity Contribution:  Frank  Morales, 
Karen  Zapata,  and  Victor  Miller  of  the 
San  Francisco  Enterprise  Community,  for 
five  separate  projects  launched  this  sum- 
mer. 

The  Best  New  Public  Art  Award: 

Bethany  Senior  Center  director  Jerry 
Brown.  When  completed,  the  mural  on 
the  side  of  Bethany  Center,  located  at  21st 
and  Capp  Streets,  will  be  the  largest  in  the 
city. 

The  Clean  Healthy  Streets  Award: 

Ambrocio  Son  Montoya,  24th  Street  Mer- 
chants Association  Clean  Up  Coor- 
dinator. 

Cultural  Enrichment'  Blanche 
Brown,  a teacher  at  Third  Wave  Dance 
Studio  and  a pillar  of  Carnaval. 


Western  Institute 
for  Social  Research 

A university  on  the  human  scale 
that  is  part  of  the  many  multicul- 
tural communities  of  the  Bay  Area. 

W.L.S.R. 

3220  Sacramento 
Berkeley,  Ca  94702 
(510)  655-2830 

B.S  MA  M.S.  Ph.D.  M.F.C.C. 
Veterans  Welcome 
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Party 
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October  31st 


M.C.  Lola  Lust  with  Francis 
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3079  Sixteenth  Street 
San  Francisco 
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my  mission  mas,  qctqkr  \m  i? 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Yes  on  Prop.  217 

Editor: 

Part  of  mayor  Willie  Brown’s  budget 
contained  a one-time  $45  million  reduc- 
tion of  the  city’s  contribution  to  the  retire- 
ment system.  This  surprise  bonanza 
helped  balance  his  budget.  But  where  will 
the  money  needed  to  balance  the  budget 
come  from  next  year? 

One  guaranteed  source  of  $36  million 
could  come  from  Proposition  217,  which 
will  stop  a tax  cut  for  the  richest  one  per- 
cent of  California  taxpayers  by  continuing 
the  top  two  state  income  tax  brackets. 
These  brackets  have  been  in  place  since 
Governor  Ronald  Reagan  created  them 
in  1973,  but  are  being  allowed  to  "sunset" 
this  year  by  Governor  Pete  Wilson  and  the 
legislature.  Proposition  217  would  save 
$800  mission  and  would  direct  this  money 
to  cities  and  counties  throughout  Califor- 
nia. 

Part  of  this  money  would  go  to  San 
Francisco’s  General  Fund  and  could  be 
used  to  improve  the  infrastructure  -- 
luring  more  businesses,  and  thus  jobs  --  to 
improve  Muni,  to  subsidize  summer  jobs 
next  year  for  restless  teens,  and  even  per- 
haps for  job  training  for  people  on  wel- 
fare. Part  of  this  money  will  also  go  to  help 
our  schools  and  our  community  college 
district.  Use  your  imagination.  Where  else 
could  this  $36  million  be  used  to  improve 
the  quality  of  life  for  all  of  us?  Please  vote 
YES  on  Proposition  217. 

Sincerely, 

Andy  Sekara 

Bad  Corner 

Editor: 

Since  the  Central  Freeway  closure  I 
now  detour  down  Mission  Street  and  turn 
on  15th  every  day.  I always  see  the  same 
shocking  scene:  outright  glass  pipe  smok- 


ing (crack)  and  selling  even  when  police 
cars  cruise  by  this  group  of  8 to  10  people 
with  their  shopping  carts  encamping  on 
this  comer  every  day. 

Who  is  fighting  the  "war  on  drugs" 
anyhow?  Sick  people  are  persecuted  for 
smoking  medicinal  marijuana  while  open 
"hard  drugs"  are  being  sold  and  ingested 
at  this  comer  with  the  apparent  sanction 
of  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department. 
Elementary  school  children  view  these 
drug  sights  as  regular  and  acceptable  be- 
havior as  they  go  to  school  right  next  door 
to  the  Marshall  Elementary  school. 

Politicians  with  their  "war  on  drugs" 
rhetoric  from  our  new  mayor  to  presiden- 
tial candidates  are  clearly  far  from  sincere 
action  or  concern  for  the  children  or 
citizens  of  San  Francisco  as  can  be  wit- 
nessed by  this  one  comer  (15th  and  Mis- 
sion). 

Signed,  Distressed 

Hate  Jock 

Editor: 

As  of  September  17,  1996,  KPIX-FM 
has  been  auditioning  Jeff  Katz,  a radio 
talk  show  host  who  was  fired  from 
Sacramento  KSTF-AM  for  suggesting  on 
the  air  that  drivers  be  awarded  a 
sombrero-shaped  bumper  sticker  for 
every  illegal  immigrant  they  hit.  He  sug- 
gested that  for  every  10  sombreros  col- 
lected a motorist  should  get  a free  drink 
or  meal  at  Taco  Bell!!!!!. 

The  fact  that  KPIX  is  auditioning  that 
individual  and  the  prospect  of  having  him 
"pollute"  our  airwaves  with  such  hate- 
filled  messages  should  not  be  taken  lightly 
by  the  minority  communities,  especially 
the  Latino  community. 

Alina  G.  Laguna , President  of  the  San 
Francisco  Hispanic  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce 
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We  invite  you  to  I and  on  the 
new  planet  on  the  block 

PLANET  HEALTH 

Come  into  Health  Territory 

and  discover  a world  of 

Natural  Food  Groceries 

100%  Organic  Produce 
Fresh  Breads,  Bulk  Grains  & Herbs 
Cruelty  Free  Cosmetics 
Environmental  Household  Products 
Vitamins  & Supplements 
Organic  Juice  & Coffee  Bar 
Friendly  Staff 
Soothing  Atmosphere 
Good  Music 

dut  that  is  not  all 
There's  much  more  to  come  to 
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Planet 


524  Valencia  Street  at  16th 

Monday  thru  Saturday  from  & a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

Sundays  from  9 a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (415)558-9150 
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Accusations  and  Tough 
Talk  in  Language  War 

English-only  policy  sparl^  union  organizing  drive  at 
Family  Development  Center 


by  Brian  Doohan 

No  early  settlement  appears  likely 
in  the  language  wars  that  are  stirring  at  the 
Family  Development  Center,  where 
Spanish-speaking  employees  accuse  ad- 
ministrators of  interpreting  state  English- 
only  laws  in  such  a way  as  to  justify 
prohibiting  conversations  with  one 
another  and  with  Spanish-speaking 
clients. 

The  FDC,  located  at  2730  Bryant 
Street,  offers  early  childhood  services  for 
a population  that  is  predominantly 
Spanish-speaking,  but  with  some  Tagalog 
(Filipino)  and  other  non-English-speak- 
ing parents.  It  is  administered  by  the 
Family  Service  Agency  (FSA),  which  in 
turn  operates  under  guidelines  of  the  San 
Francisco  Human  Rights  Commission. 
Edwin  Lee,  director  of  the  Human  Rights 
Commission,  has  requested  a meeting 
with  the  FSA  to  discuss  the  matter  before 
his  abrupt  reassignment  by  Mayor  Willie 
Brown. 

On  September  19th,  disgruntled 
employees  of  the  FDC  said  that  directors 
of  the  program  had  imposed  the  English- 
only  policy  even  when  employees  were 
communicating  with  monolingual 
Spanish-speaking  parents.  In  a letter  to 
FDC’s  Judith  Lewis  and  Vivian  Story,  La 
Raza  Centro  Legal  wrote  that  FDC’s 
policies  have  severely  restricted 
employees’  "ability  to  communicate  with 
many  of  the  children  and  parents  at  FDC." 

FDC  employees  have  said  that  while 
anti-Spanish  harassment  dates  back  many 
years,  they  are  sometimes  asked  to  serve 
as  translators  for  English-speaking  ad- 
ministrators. "I  don’t  know  what  makes 


them  do  this,"  one  employee  said,  refer- 
ring to  the  administrators. 

In  a September  20  Examiner  article, 
FSA  spokesperson  Janet  Brauer  denied 
that  such  policy  exists.  But  some 
employees  attribute  the  sanctions  to  a 
common  root  of  many  English-only  con- 
troversies: fear  of  Spanish-speaking  con- 
spirators plotting  against  or  ridiculing 
English  speakers  behind  their  backs. 
They  told  us  that  since  we  worked  with  a 
very  diverse  group  of  people,  that  they 
were  afraid  that  we  spoke  badly  of  some 
people  and  that  they  couldn’t  understand 
what  we  were  saying,"  an  FDC  employee 
said  at  the  press  conference. 

Little  has  happened  since,  according 
to  Renee  Saucedo  of  La  Raza  Centro 
Legal.  Part  of  the  stalemate  may  be  at- 
tributable to  the  sudden  reassignment  of 
HRC  Director  Lee  by  Mayor  Willie 
Brown.  In  what  is  becoming  a familiar 
patter,  Lee  was  replaced  by  an  interim 
director  who  is  in  turn  expected  to  last 
only  through  October.  If  the  city  cannot 
resolve  the  difficulties  between  FDC, 
FSA,  and  its  Spanish-speaking 
employees,  the  matter  seems  likely  to  be 
headed  to  court  --  both  a court  of  law, 
where  interpretation  of  Pete  Wilson’s 
English-only  policies  has  been  am- 
biguous, and  that  of  public  opinion,  where 
the  reaction,  at  least  of  the  Service 
Employees  International  Union  local  790, 
has  been  clear. 

"They  really  need  protection,"  said 
union  official  Ruben  Garcia,  "so  we  are 
going  to  work  with  them." 

"I  hope  there  will  be  less  racism,  be- 
cause this  is  a Mission  agency  and  we 
need  to  speak  Spanish,"  said  one  worker. 
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DON’T  LIVE  WITH  PAIN 
PT  HELPS  YOU  HELP  YOURSELF 

“ 

For  treatment  of : 

0 CHRONIC  NECK  & BACK  PAIN 
0 SPORTS  INJURIES 
0 POSTURAL  SYNDROMES 
0 REPETITIVE  STRESS 
0 TMJ 




WE  ACCEPT  MOST  MEDICAL  INSURANCE 



Before  and  after  work  hours 
Convenient  location 
425  Divisadcro  Street  #206 
San  Francisco  CA  94117 
(415)  626-3099 

HTnV/MEMBERS.GNN.COM 

/PTATMRH/HOMEPG  HTM 


Full  Bar 

Espresso.  Cappuccino 
Anchor  Steam  on  Draught 

A Gathering  Place  For  the  Creative  People 
Ol  Bohemia  By  the  Bay  Since  The  Forties 


Open  Every  Day 


of  the  Year  6am-2am 

255  Columbus  Avenue 

(At  Jack  Keouac  Alley) 


Ch/)  T&naftpa. 

Coc&taife  - Dancing 

Beto’s  Sound  D 
Banda  & Cumb 
Live  Music 

Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturd; 


Sunday,  Monday 


No  Cover  Charge! 

Mariquita  Marez  e Hija 
Propietarias 


Making  Peace  on  the 
Lanlora-Tenant  Front 

New  program  aims  to  reduce  city’s  annual  caseload 
of  45,000  housing  complaints 


by  Adam  Savetsky 

rJ.\e  Department  of  Building  In- 
spection has  joined  forces  with  tenant- 
and  property-owner  associations  to  pro- 
vide a forum  in  which  renters  and 
landlords  can  resolve  their  disputes 
quickly  and  directly,  outside  the  usual 
bureaucratic  channels.  The  Code  Enfor- 
cement Outreach  Program  was  estab- 
lished on  August  22  and  has  already 
reduced  the  number  of  formal  complaints 
against  property  owners  by  providing 
renters  with  the  option  of  having  their 
cases  heard  by  the  Housing  Rights  Com- 
mittee of  San  Francisco  or  St.  Peter’s 
Housing  Committee.  Landlords  with  a 
complaint  can  contact  the  San  Francisco 
Apartment  Association.  These  groups 
will  answer  questions,  act  as  a liaison  be- 
tween landlords  and  tenants,  educate 
both  sides  as  to  their  legal  rights  and 
responsibilities,  and,  hopefully,  bring 
about  conflict  resolution. 

Prior  to  this  program’s  existence,  all 
code-enforcement  complaints  would 
automatically  be  assigned  to  a building 
code  inspector,  who  would  write  a review 
and  issue  a building  code  violation  if 
necessary.  Unless  there  was  complete  and 
thorough  compliance,  these  proceedings 
would  often  take  several  years  to  work 
their  way  through  the  courts  --  at  great 
expense  to  the  city.  Both  tenant  and 
landlord  groups  have  praised  the  Code 
Enforcement  Outreach  Program  for  its 
attempt  to  deal  with  disputes  before  the 
creaky  wheels  of  government  are  set  into 
motion. 

"This  is  the  first  time  the  Department 
of  Building  Inspection  has  tried  anything 
like  this,  and  it’s  also  the  first  time  tenants 
and  landlords  are  getting  together  inde- 
pendently to  solve  their  problems,"  said 


DBI  public  information  officer  Peter 
Burns.  "This  way  both  sides  will  seek 
counseling  and  feel  more  comfortable  in 
the  process." 

Renters  will  have  their  complaints 
heard  and  will  be  represented  by  an  ad- 
vocacy group,  which  then  contacts  the 
landlord  in  the  hopes  of  bringing  him  or 
her  into  compliance.  Landlords  are  af- 
forded the  opportunity  to  respond  to  the 
tenant’s  charges  before  a formal  violation 
has  been  issued  --  and  before  they  are 
threatened  with  legal  penalties.  In  this 
new  environment,  both  renter  and 
landlord  can  come  to  the  table  feeling  less 
intimidated  and  in  a better  position  to 
negotiate. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  program  will 
reduce  the  total  load  of  complaints  --  cur- 
rently 45,000  per  year  — saving  public 
funds,  enhancing  expediency,  and 
promoting  efficiency  on  other  building- 
code  enforcement  programs. 

"If  these  problems  can  be  handled  out- 
side of  the  courts,  the  results  are  generally 
more  satisfactory,"  said  Burns.  "Citizens 
working  out  problems  by  themselves, 
where  possible,  is  preferable.  A couple  of 
cases  have  already  been  worked  out  suc- 
cessfully, so  we’re  very  hopeful  for  the 
program." 

DBI  is  making  an  effort  to  seek  out 
people  with  limited  or  no  English  speak- 
ing skills;  DBI  pamphlets  and  billboards 
are  being  produced  in  English,  Spanish, 
and  Chinese. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Department  of  Building  Inspection  (558- 
6220),  the  Housing  Rights  Committee  of 
San  Francisco  (749-3700),  St.  Peter’s 
Housing  Committee  (487-9203;  asistencia 
en  espanol),  or  the  San  Francisco  Apart- 
ment Association  (255-2288). 


10AM  - 6PM 
MONDAY  - SATURDAY 

HARRINGTON  BROS. 

FURNISHINGS  & ANTIQUES 

599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 


861-7300 


WE  BUY  & SELL  EVERYTHING 
FOR  HOME  AND  OFFICE 
OLD  & LIKE  NEW  & ANTIQUE 

MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 


3247  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110,  Ph:  824-0884 
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Mission  Cyclist  Concludes  Cross-Country  Tour 

Cancer  Awareness  Rider  Finds  Disunited  States  and  Pie  Obsessions 


by  Mary  Brown 

F our  months  and  4,807  miles  after 
pedaling  away  from  San  Francisco,  the 
Big  C to  Sea  Tour  came  to  a close  in 
Delaware  as  I pushed  my  bicycle  through 
the  sand  to  reach  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  All 
of  a sudden,  the  road  that  had  unfolded 
before  me  through  14  states,  the  road  I’d 
cursed  and  loved,  the  road  that  I thought 
would  go  on  forever,  had  finally  ended. 

I got  a severe  case  of  the  warm  fuzzys 
when  I looked  down  at  the  wiggly  route 
drawn  across  my  four-inch  map  of 
America  and  thought  about  how  far  I had 
come,  my  fabulous  new  muscles,  and  what 
a treat  it  is  to  be  alive.  The  United  States 
is  enormous,  and  it  has  unbelievable  dif- 
ferences in  terrain  and  mindsets.  It  isn’t 
terribly  united  — except  perhaps  for  a 
national  belief  in  the  goodness  of  pie.  My 
almost-solo  bicycle  trip  across  America 
focused  on  organizing  with  other  young 
adults  who,  like  me,  have  cancer,  but  I 
soon  felt  like  renaming  it  to  The  Big  C to 
Sea  Tour  --  A Quest  For  Pie.  Searching 
for  an  appropriate  pie  distribution  center 
became  a daily  obsession;  I realized  I had 
a problem  after  riding  all  day  in  West 
Virginia  with  an  entire  peach  pie  strapped 
to  my  bicycle. 

Kentucky  was  a good  pie  state,  but  it 
also  produces  this  really  nasty  ice  cold 
soda  pop  called  Ale-8-One  (as  in  "a  late 
one"),  which  was  everywhere  but  should 
be  avoided.  Even  tiny,  almost  abandoned 
Kentucky  towns  would  be  deserted  and  in 
ruins  except  for  a functioning  Ale-8-One 
machine. 

When  I wasn’t  porking  out  on  pie  and 
consuming  bad  soda  pop,  I did  manage  to 
meet  with  many  young  adults  who  have 
cancer.  Hodgkin’s  Lymphoma  (my  kind 
of  cancer)  was  by  far  the  most  popular 
(long  live  the  lymphomaniacs!),  but  brain 
tumors  were  surprisingly  common,  and 
there  was  one  19-year-old  woman  who 


already  had  breast  cancer.  There  are  a lot 
of  young  adults  with  a cancer  history  who 
are  making  the  transition  from  victim  to 
advocate,  but  most  parts  of  the  country 
don’t  have  the  kinds  of  resources,  such  as 
the  Cancer  Support  Community  and 
Women’s  Cancer  Resource  Center,  that 
are  available  in  the  Bay  Area.  It  was  in- 
spiring to  visit  established  cancer  com- 
munities and  to  see  how  much  can  be 
accomplished  by  the  strong  wills  of  a few 
people. 

What  Kentucky  and  West  Virginia 
didn’t  lack,  however,  was  bad  soda  pop 
and  creepy  guys.  Actually,  men  and 
women  in  Appalachia  were  a bit  off  and 
kinda  scary.  It  seems  that  generations  of 
incredible  poverty,  malnutrition,  and  fetal 
alcohol  syndrome  has  not  produced  the 
brightest  nor  friendliest  group  of  people. 
My  friend  Paul  had  flown  in  to  Kentucky 
to  ride  for  a few  weeks,  and  for  the  first 
time  during  the  trip  I was  glad  not  to  be 
alone.  When  we  rode  through  small  towns 
in  the  hollows  of  Appalachia,  people 
looked  at  us  as  if  we  were  riding  donkeys 
while  playing  tubas  — unfortunately,  they 
didn’t  seem  too  fond  of  tuba  playing 
donkey  riders. 

In  the  Midwest  I couldn’t  open  a map 
in  public  without  dozens  of  people  rush- 
ing over  to  offer  advice,  but  out  in  the 
hollows  we  quickly  learned  the  futility  of 
asking  for  directions  or  information.  At 
times  it  was  more  effective  to  ask  shrub- 
bery for  directions  rather  than  the  locals, 
who  seemed  partial  to  extremely  long, 
randomly  detailed  and  incorrect  answers 
to  should-I-go-right-or-left  type  ques- 
tions. 

Of  course  not  everybody  in  Ap- 
palachia worked  as  an  extra  for  The 
Deliverance,  so  we  did  meet  some  really 
good  hearted  people.  After  plying  us  with 
bananas  and  coffee,  a happy-go-lucky 
sheriff  in  a rain-drenched  town  let  us 
sleep  at  City  Hall  in  a gorgeous  1920s-era, 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 
Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 


Listen  to  what  the  experts  are  saying... 

"My  son  eats  more  vegetables,  has  better  health,  is  interested  in  telling 
complete  stories,  and  has  deepened  friendships."  Doesn’t  your  child 
deserve  the  best? 

• Cognilivc  Skill  Development 

• Developmental  Approach 

• Artistic  Work  - Creative  Play 

Multicultural  Population 
* Family  Involvement 
• Affordable  Tuition 

This  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sexual 

preference,  or  handicap. 


Mary  Brown  in  mountain  country. 

supposedly  haunted  court  room.  Even 
more  exciting,  he  actually  gave  us  relevant 
road  directions. 

For  some  unknown  reason  the  flat 
tires  that  had  tormented  me  for  most  of 
the  trip  abruptly  stopped  in  Kentucky,  so 
for  the  rest  of  the  ride  my  bike  (donated 
by  Start  To  Finish)  rode  like  butter.  I,  on 
the  other  hand,  started  having  minor 
bodily  breakdowns,  and  I couldn’t  tell  if 
they  were  side  effects  from 

chemotherapy,  a sign  that  my  tumor  is 
growing,  or  (most  likely)  a sign  that  I’m 
just  mildly  paranoid  about  any  body’s 
funkiness.  Nevertheless  I’ve  been 

reminded  that  I have  cancer,  and  that 
cancer  sucks. 

Probably  the  most  bizarre  and  terrify- 
ing night  of  the  trip  happened  when  I was 
by  myself  at  a nearly  empty  campground 
in  Illinois.  To  make  a long,  weird  story 
short,  after  fleeing  from  an  obviously 
mentally  ill  camper  who  told  me  how  pret- 
ty I was  for  a "female  athlete"  (note:  bad 
pick-up  line)  and  who  then  told  me  about 
the  entities  that  told  him  to  go  on  his  trip 
(note:  even  worse  pick-up  line),  I flagged 
down  a car  for  help  outside  the 
campground.  The  wonderful  driver  said  I 
could  sleep  in  her  trailer  at  their 
campsite,  but  then  warned  me  that  she 
and  her  kids  were  in  a federal  protection 
program  because  her  ex-husband  had 
murdered  her  lawyer  a few  days  earlier 
and  now  he  wanted  to  kill  her. 

This  was  not  quite  the  safe  haven  I was 
looking  for,  but  a better  alternative  was 
seriously  lacking,  so  I spent  one  stressful, 
unbelievably  scary  night  with  a normal 
mom  and  her  two  sweet,  frightened  kids 


caught  up  in  really  horrible  situation.  We 
all  survived  that  night,  but  I have  no  idea 
what  has  happened  to  them  since. 

Another  scary  part  of  the  trip  was  the 
realization  that  racism  is  alive  and  well  in 
America,  and  that  it  is  certainly  not 
limited  to  Appalachia.  Friendly  people 
assumed  since  I was  white,  that  I shared 
their  bigotry.  In  the  Midwest  I was  warned 
repeatedly  to  steer  clear  of  the  "Spanish" 
and  others  who  weren’t  "your  kind  of 
people."  Museums  all  across  the  country 
were  overwhelming  pro-settlers  and  still 
referred  to  native  Americans  as  savages. 

Confederate  flags  popped  up  in  Mis- 
souri and  became  very  common  by  the 
Virginias,  while  little  "negro  lantern- 
holders"  gradually  began  edging  out  deer 
sculptures  as  the  most  popular  lawn  orna- 
ment. It  was  pretty  obvious  that  I would 
not  have  received  so  much  goodwill  had  I 
been  a person  of  color. 

Even  though  at  times,  Americans  were 
awful,  I was  rarely  disappointed  in  the 
continually  changing  physical  beauty  of 
America.  The  deserts,  red  canyons, 
Rocky  Mountains,  Midwest,  and  hilly 
Ozarks  felt  very  far  away  as  I stood  ankle 
deep  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  full  of  pride, 
sorrow,  and  fear.  A lot  of  the  people  I met 
on  the  trip  are  going  to  die  of  cancer,  and 
soon  I’ll  have  to  face  my  own  mortality 
again  when  I return  to  S.F.  and  undergo  a 
whole  slew  of  unpleasant  tests  that  I’d 
skipped  for  this  bike  ride.  I’m  not  too 
afraid  of  dying,  but  I do  fear  not  living  life 
to  its  fullest.  I hope  I can  hold  on  to  the 
exciting  challenge  that  filled  most  every 
day  of  the  Big  C to  Sea  Tour  with  peace 
and  fulfillment. 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you  get 
a loan  faster  titan  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/ BENEFITS 


Purpose  of  Loan 
Qualifications 


Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs).  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
SI  7,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 

Loan  Amount  Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 

Repayment  Up  to  84  months 

Interest  Rate  5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

* For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 

rrn  bank  of  canton 

l C3  Of  CALIFORNIA 

A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  1937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 


Qt 


lender 


MIKE’S 

2499  MISSION  @ 21ST 
550-0816 

Open  Every  Day  9am  to  2am 
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Book  notes 


"Ilegals"  Paints  Portraits  of 
Good  and  Evil 


J.P.  Bone’s  new  novel.  Illegals,  addres- 
ses the  plight  of  Latino  immigrants  in 
California,  but  the  essential  subject  mat- 
ter, the  idea  of  illegality,  is  universally 
applicable.  Illegals,  like  The  Jungle,  serves 
to  remind  us  that  legality  or  formal  accep- 
tance should  not  be  reassuring  when  its 
privileges  depend  on  another  group’s  sub- 
jugation. So  that’s  a mouthful. 

But  this  is  an  ambitious  book,  not  to  be 
taken  lightly,  powerfully  written  and  rife 
with  dangling,  impending  metaphors;  it 
sits  on  my  desk  now,  its  black  and  red 
cover  like  black  wet  tar  reflecting  blood 
red  neon  beckoning.  A dog  howls  some- 
where; I am  suddenly  afraid.  The  moon  is 
crisp,  unrepentant  desire.  The  story  Bone 
tells  has  one  extremely  important  aim: 
focus  the  flitting  American  mind,  just  for 
a moment,  on  the  shitty  plight  of  im- 
migrants in  America.  Which,  especially  in 
California,  everyone  seems  to  forget,  then 
remember  for  a second,  then  get  all  in- 
censed about  it,  and  then  forget  again. 
Why  this  happens,  why  people  so  quickly 
condemn  immigrants  with  the  same 
scripted  dogma  used  by  almost  every  op- 
pressive majority,  is  a question  Bone 
chooses  not  to  answer. 

Illegals  tells  the  story  of  Rosa,  Jose, 
Ana,  and  Manuel,  immigrants  either  in 
America  or  on  their  way  to  America  and 
either  suffering  or  about  to  suffer.  The 
characterizations  in  the  book  are  cut  and 
dry:  evil,  sneering,  malicious  INS  agents; 
evil,  sneering,  malicious  factory  owners; 
evil,  sneering,  malicious  "coyotes"  (men 
hired  to  guide  immigrants  from 
Guatemala  to  the  United  States);  and  so 
on,  union  leaders,  factory  guards,  jour- 
nalists, assholes  one  and  all,  versus  im- 


migrants; moral,  abused,  simply  trying  to 
provide  for  their  family,  all  imbued  with  a 
Christian  "meek  shall  inherit  the  earth" 
attitude. 

This  black  and  white  portrayal  of  an 
immigrant’s  reality  is  a fine  idea,  hyper- 
bole is  a useful  tool  in  the  hands  of  a 
skilled  story  teller,  but  in  Illegals  the  exag- 
gerating gets  out  of  control.  The  issues 
Bone  explores  are  complex,  but  he  dumbs 
them  down  so  much  by  delineating  good 
and  evil  characters  so  unimaginatively, 
the  reader  feels  distanced  from  the  char- 
acters and  their  lives.  I personally  don’t 
know  anyone  as  good  or  evil  as  any  of  the 
characters  in  this  book;  I don’t  think 
anyone  does.  OK,  Herb  Caen  is  the 
epitome  of  all  that  is  immorally  banal,  but 
he’s  an  exception.  Really,  though,  if  this  is 
how  it  is,  then  why  bother  taking  200  pages 
to  say,  These  people  are  good,  these 
people  are  bad,  and  that’s  that."  If  the 
reader  had  to  struggle  with  the  issues, 
ultimately  coming  to  the  conclusion  Bone 
wants,  he  or  she  would  feel  its  impact 
much  more  personally. 

Don’t  get  me  wrong:  I liked  the  book. 
Bone  whips  out  humorous,  intelligent 
dialogue  with  a glibness  that  covers  his 
book  with  a street-wise  pastiche.  His 
descriptions  are  sometimes  too  long  and 
his  metaphors  miss  more  often  than  not, 
but  these  problems  are  technical  ones  that 
belie  a good  but  inexperienced  writer. 
The  plot  is  simple  --  good-guy/bad-guy 
and  boy-girl  stuff  --  but  Bone  delivers  his 
message  effectively,  lacking  only  a little  in 
focus,  and  I found  myself  eagerly  turning 
pages  for  hours  on  end. 

Reviewd  by  Kurt  Bier 


WHAT  DO  YOU  DO  WITH  A MILLION 
OUTDATED  PHONE  BOOKS? 

RECYCLE  THEM! 

• CURBSIDES  Put  them  in  paper  bag: 
with  other  paper  recyclables. 

• APARTMENTS  Put  them  in  the 
large  gray  paper  recycling  container 
in  your  building. 

• BUSINESSES:  Call  554-6193 

San  Francisco 

RECYCLING 


PROGRAM 


1 145  Market  St.(  #401 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 


Arte  de  la  Mision  #2 


Arte  De  La  Mision  #2  is  hot  off  the 
presses,  and  if  you  were  a little  vague  on 
the  concept  of  Arte  De  La  Mission  No.  1, 
No.  2 is  no  help.  Its  52  textless  pages 
(depending  on  where  you  start  counting) 
features  art  people  in  the  Mission  have 
given,  over  the  last  quarter  century,  to 
Gary  Arlington,  CEO  of  the  San  Francis- 
co Comic  Book  Company.  Some  of  it  is 
stuff  Gary  liked  and  got  permission  to 
reprint;  some  of  it  was  simply  reprinted. 
Quite  a few  known  artists  such  as  Spain, 
are  included,  as  well  some  never-to-be- 


knowns.  There  are  also  some  photocopies 
of  photos  of  cholos  and  precolumbian 
wall  art.  Is  this  the  template  for  the  inner 
consciousness  of  a man  who’s  sold  one  too 
many  Spidermans  or  is  there  a hidden 
meaning  in  the  seemingly  unrelated  jux- 
taposition of  images?  Judge  for  yourself. 
A heavy  dose  of  Lowrider  stylings  is 
blended  in  with  just  about  everything  else, 
but  then  that  is  the  Mission. 

Available  at  the  San  Francisco  Comic 
Book  Company,  3335  23rd  Street. 
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Come  On  9 n! 


The  question  is  not 
whether  to  fight  or  to  love. 

We  must  fight,  and  we  must  love. 
But  we  can  fight  without  hatred, 
and  love  without  conditions. 

Shri  Brahmunandu  Sur.isvati 

Yoga  Society 
of  San  Francisco 

Brahmananda  Ashram 

2072  Folsom  St.  205-5537 

Drop-In  Yoga  Classes 
Sanskrit  & Meditation  Classes 
Vedic  Fire  Ceremonies 
Indian  Music  Concerts  & Classes 
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Eve  on  the  Mission 

•'  Photos  and  text  by  Arthur  Hudson 


Mayor’s  Helping  Hand 


Jeannie  Mayo,  (far  left),  an  am- 
putee confined  to  a wheelchair  and  a 
mother  of  an  infant  and  a three-year-old, 
appealed  to  Mayor  Willie  Brown  during  a 
break  in  the  opening  ceremony  of  the  24th 
Street  Economic  Summit.  In  keeping  with 
the  practice  of  SRO  landlords,  Mayo  was 
due  to  be  evicted  from  her  hotel  room  a 
week  short  of  the  month  she  needed  in 
order  to  gain  legal  rights  as  a long-term 
tenant. 

Mayo,  a survivor  of  a fall  from  a 
fourth-floor  window,  displays  a painful 
candor  in  her  description  of  herself: 
"Stupidity.  Something  I’ve  got  to  live  with 
the  rest  of  my  life."  She  said  that  she  had 
been  unable  to  afford  both  child  care  and 
rent  during  her  stay  in  the  hospital.  She 
surrendered  her  apartment  and  resumed 
her  life  as  best  she  could  in  a single  room 
in  a residential  hotel,  with  her  two 
children  and  an  adult  partner. 

Thanks  to  an  adroit  referral  by  an  aide 
to  the  mayor,  she  found  what  services  she 


was  eligible  for  at  Connecting  Point  Fami- 
ly Housing  Crisis  Center,  a program  of 
Compass  Community  Services  that 
provides  short-term  housing  for  homeless 
families  as  well  as  long-term  aftercare  fol- 
lowing a move  into  permanent  housing.  A 
transitional  housing  program  is  also  avail- 
able, as  is  child  care.  These  are  not 
programs  for  the  leisurely-inclined  - par- 
ticipants are  expected  to  pay  attention  to 
their  counselors  and  to  get  their  lives  in 
order. 

Associate  Director  Ed  Batista  urges 
families  not  to  wait  until  the  last  moment, 
but  rather  to  contact  Connecting  Point  for 
advice  and  assistance. 

An  HUD-funded  program  called 
Shelter  Plus  Care  may  be  available  for 
families  afflicted  with  homelessness  and 
substance  abuse,  HIV  infection,  or  mental 
problems. 

For  more  information  about  Connect- 
ing Point  Family  Housing  Crisis  Center, 
call  217-7330. 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

Peter  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S. 
Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


* 


Revitalize  body  and  mind  with  a healthful  aromatherapeutic  facial. 

Try  our  introductory  Ultimate  Facial  with  Lash  Tinting 
and  Eyebrow  Shaping  lor  only  $6^.00 

REGENERATING  PEELS 

Aggressive  Acne  treatments  with  Gycolic,  Lactic  Acid,  or  Seaweed  Herbs, 
and  Special  Skin  Treatments  for  coarse,  dry  and  wrinkled  skin. 

Sofia  Skin  Care  and  Electrolysis 
conveniently  located  in  Noe  Valley  at  ^48  22nd  Street 

41$)  824  ms 

Open  Monday  through  Saturday 
Visa  & MC  accepted 

PI  EASES  prises;  i III1S  ADVERTISEMENT  AT  THE  TIME  t>l  VOI  R VISIT  offiff  expire*  /»  U <j6 


Firetrap  Demolished 


IVIission  Police  Station  Code  En- 
forcement Team  officers  Jim  Strange  and 
Gordon  Clark  work  closely  with  Deputy 
City  Attorney  Karen  Carrera  to  devise 
new  ways  of  dealing  with  problematic 
commercial  apartment  buildings  and 
residential  hotels  in  the  Mission. 

The  City  Attorney’s  Office  will  also 
coordinates  its  efforts  with  such  city  agen- 
cies as  the  Department  ofBuilding  In- 
spection and  Health  and  Fire 
Departments.  If  there  is  a problem,  the 
agencies  target  it,  decide  which  laws 
apply,  and  decide  whether  to  put  the  case 
in  the  city  court,  refer  it  to  the  D.A.,  or 
encourage  citizens  to  combine  actions 
and  take  it  to  small-claims  court. 

Identification  of  serious  problems  will 
begin  with  a street-level  police  officer. 
Once  a case  is  referred  to  the  Enforce- 
ment Team,  documentation  begins: 
reports,  complaints,  and  calls  for  sendee 
are  compiled  and  a statistical  report  is 
generated.  Enforcement  Teams  may 
choose  to  approach  owners  and  tenants  of 
buildings  directly,  telling  them  to  clean  up 
their  act  and  following  up  to  make  sure 
that  they  do,  while  also  offering  the  assis- 
tance of  city  agencies.  Since  this  program 


has  the  full  support  of  Police  Chief  Fred 
Lau  and  Assistant  Chief  Earl  Sanders, 
cooperation  is  assured. 

An  example  of  how  this  works  can  be 
seen  in  the  actions  that  were  taken  to 
demolish  437  Capp  Street  (the  rat  warren 
of  added  on  structures  pictured  above), 
which  had  been  the  site  of  prostitution 
and  drug  activity  for  many  years.  The 
owners  had  applied  and  received  permis- 
sion to  demolish  the  building  in  1992,  but 
didn’t  act  on  it. 

On  July  5, 1996,  the  owners  reapplied. 
In  a July  25  letter  to  the  director  of  Build- 
ing Inspection,  a fire  marshall  said  that 
437  Capp  was  an  imminent  hazard  to  fire 
personnel  and  to  the  community;  the  fire 
marshall  recommended  demolition.  Of- 
ficer Strange  called  the  DBI’s  Norman 
Gutierrez  and  requested  immediate  ac- 
tion. On  August  12  the  deputy  director  of 
DBI  ordered  the  preparation  of  an  Emer- 
gency Order  that  cited  a long-standing 
order  against  the  property  and  confirmed 
the  Fire  Department’s  concern.  On 
August  28,  the  Emergency  Order  was  ap- 
proved by  the  deputy  director  of  the  DBI. 
On  September  7,  demolition  took  place, 
four  years  after  the  first  application  for 
demolition  was  issued. 


Where  on  earth  am  I going  to  put  this  stuff? 

Storage  Land 

1855  Mission  St.  Between  14th  ez  15th  St. 
FREE  first  month's  rent. 

Bring  this  coupon  for  a FREE  padlock  with  rental. 
415-252-9821 


“Excellent  Mittolc  Eastern  Foot), 
w RatcO  Among  SF  Chronicle's 
\ “Top  100  Restaurants" 

I - Michael  Bauer,  S.F.  Chronicle 


/ Jr  LIVE  ENTERTAINMENT  NIGHTLY 
Belli]  Dancing  (male  on  SatnrOaijs) 

^ Happij  Hour  • 1 - ? pm  Oailij 
$1.7?  micros  on  tap 


Arab 
811  Valencia  St 
San 
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For  Dinner 
Reservations 

821-9747 


'V  Mittolc  East 
tap  3iS  ij&k 

Under  $5 
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Cheesesteak  Arrives  At  Last 

Jay’s  is  a Traditional  Sandwich  Establishment  for  the  90’s 


by  Victor  Miller 

Sandwich  shops  always  have  a cer- 
tain comfortable,  working-class  atmos- 
phere about  them  - bountiful,  quick  eats 
plus  some  friendly  banter  with  the  counter 
guy/gal  with  whom  you’re  on  a first  name 
basis,  and  then  back  to  the  job.  This 
simple  pleasure  has  become  more  and 
more  a rarity.  Corporate-franchise  em- 
pires assaulting  our  senses  with  multimil- 
lion dollar  Super  Bowl  halftime  promos, 
sweepstake  giveaways,  and  saccharine 
clowns  from  Jack  to  Ronald  have  all  but 
eliminated  the  rugged  individualism  of 
owner-operated  bread  and  meat  em- 
poriums. The  cheesesteak  eatery  has  be- 
come all  but  nonexistent  due  to  the 
aforementioned  corporate  imperialism  — 
plus  the  unabashedly  and  currently  gus- 
tatorially  incorrect  red-meat  experience 
its  name  foretells. 

Well,  vegan  propagandists  and  Taco 
Bell-ringers  may  have  cast  a wary  eye  at 
Jay's  Cheesesteak  when  the  signs  first 
went  up  on  21st  Street  some  time  ago,  but 
those  of  us  who  believe  a big  huge  sloppy 
sandwich  that  didn’t  come  off  an  assembly 
line  is  still  one  of  the  delights  of  civilized 
living  were  pretty  darned  happy  to  see  a 
cheesesteak  beach-head  being  estab- 
lished in  our  environs. 

The  long  wait  for  Jay’s  to  open  is  now 
over  and  the  word  is  good  on  all  fronts. 

Quantity,  quality,  price,  variety,  and 
service  are  all  are  very  good.  The  usual 
cheesesteak  joint  will  offer  you  one  --  at 
most,  three  - varieties  of  cheesesteak; 
Jay’s  has  a considerable  range  os  combos, 
including  mushrooms,  bell  or  cherry  pep- 
pers, pizza  sauce,  barbecue  sauce,  and 
grilled  tomatoes.  These  can  all  be  mixed 
and  matched  with  natural  beef  from 
Marin  County’s  Niman  Schell  Ranch. 
Niman  Schell  prides  itself  on  running  a 
nonchemical  operation,  and  cattleman 
Bill  Niman  has  been  known  to  drop  by  the 


restaurants  he  supplies  to  see  that  his 
product  is  being  properly  prepared.  At 
Jay’s,  this  is  certainly  the  case.  Each 
cheesesteak  is  accompanied  by  mayo, 
mustard,  pickles,  lettuce,  tomatoes, 
grilled  onions,  and  vinaigrette  and  served 
up  between  two  slices  of  soft,  easily 
munched  French  bread,  making  for  one 
big  old  sloppy  ~ but  not  greasy  -- 
proletarian  eating  experience  priced  at  an 
affordable  $4.50. 

Sandwiches,  accessorized  as  above, 
include  turkey,  pastrami,  turkey,  and  tuna 
(for  those  who  do  the  carnivorous  thing), 
and  eggplant  parmesan  and  avocado  with 
cheese  for  those  who  don’t.  The  french 
fries,  a de  rigueur  side  dish  for  the  big 
sloppy  sandwich,  are  actually  thick  slices 
of  potato,  peel  included,  a humongous 
helping  of  which  is  only  $1.25. 

Jay’s  is  only  a four-table  establishment 
with  some  window  counter  space,  but 
some  sunshine  and  sky-painted  walls,  high 
ceilings,  and  big  windows  create  a roomy, 
light,  and  airy  ambience.  If  it  appears 
somewhat  similar  to  Burger  Joint  just 
down  the  street,  that’s  because  partners 
Jay  Shuheiber  and  Yussef  Nazzal,  whom 
many  of  our  readers  already  know  from 
Valencia  Whole  Foods,  employed  the 
same  designer,  Missio  resident  Scott 
Ellsworth  and  the  same  attention  to 
detail. 

Like  Burger  Joint,  Jay’s  is  one  of  six 
Mission  businesses  that  started  with  Cafe 
Nidal  and  branched  out  with  the  efforts  of 
business  associates  and  coworkers  to  in- 
clude Val  21,  Valencia  Whole  Foods, 
That  Burger  Joint,  and  Arabian  Nights. 
Each  is  a unique  enterprise,  but  they  all 
boast  a dedication  to  style  and  quality,  and 
they  have  all  added  to  the  area’s  reputa- 
tion as  the  "Gourmet  Ghetto."  (A  seventh 
business,  the  Dolores  Park  Cafe,  is  now  in 
the  works  at  the  old  Real  Good  Karma 
site  at  18th  and  Dolores)  Jay’s  adds  its 
own  distinctive  contribution  to  this  tradi- 
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our  one  stop  service  center 

omputer  Time  Rental 
Internet  Access 

Software:  QuarkXPress.  Photoshop,  illustrator.  PageMaker.  FrameMaker. 
FileMaker,  FreeHand.  WordScan,  Acrobat.  Streamline.  Words,  works.  Claris. 
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Fax  Service  (send  & receive) 
Copy  Service  (Quantity  Discounts) 


I 


• Flyers 

• Menus 

• Business  Cards 

• Resume 

• Scanning 

• Laser  Prints 

• Labels 

• Binding 

• Laminating 

•Fedex 

• U.P.S 

• Mail  Boxes 

924  Valencia  St.  (Between  20th  & 21st) 

Tel/Fax  (415)  642-0559 

e-mail:  bazaar@aimnet.com 


LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
CULTURE  & COMMUNITY 

BOOKS  IN  ENGLISH  & SPANISH 


We  feature  a superb  collection  of 
international  & multicultural  fiction 


888  Valencia  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  282-9246 


11-8  Mon-Thur 

11-9  Pri-Sat 

11-6  Sunday 


One  of  the  nice  things  about  Jay  is  it’s  run  by  somebody  named  Jay-Jay  Shuheiber. 
Photo  by  Cindy  Ragin 


tion,  being  the  most  affordable  of  the 
bunch. 

As  previously  reported  in  this  publica- 
tion, Jay’s  almost  didn’t  open  due  to  the 
discovery  in  the  course  of  building 
renovation  that  the  space  straddled  two 
property  lines  and  that  illegal  work  had 
been  done  on  the  building  two  owners  and 
some  30  years  ago.  This  is  the  type  of  thing 
bureaucrats  love  to  torture  people  with 
and  why  a simple  sandwich  shop  took  a 
year  to  set  up  and  cost  $110,000.  The  city, 


due  in  part  no  doubt  to  embarrassment  at 
the  whole  affair,  finally  let  the  cheeses- 
teakery  commence  operations  while  the 
arcane  matters  raised  by  the  inspectors 
are  being  resolved. 

So  they’re  here  at  last:  cheesesteaks  - 
good  ones  - in  our  neighborhood  and  in 
our  lifetime. 

Jay’s  Cheesesteak  is  located  at  3285 
21st  Street  and  is  open  every  day,  11  ajn.- 
10  p.m.  For  advance  orders,  call  285-5200. 


G & J Name  Brand 

Wholesale  - Retell  • Discounts  on  All  Items 

BUSINESS  HOURS  ARE  9:00  AM  TO  6:30  PM  • OPEN  7 DAYS  A WE 


Special  on 
Curtains 

$Q95 


2-Piece 

Bedspreads 


51Q95 


Fashion  Print 
Blankets 

Twin  or  Full 

$6.95 


Comforter  Set 

Starts  at  Low  Price 

53495 

TOW tor  $5°° 


2487  Mission  St. 

(btwn  20th  & 21st) 


Comforters 

Prices  Start  at  19 

POWER  RANGER  • BARNEY 
LION  KING*  MICKEY  MOUSE 


|415) 

821-4241 


CHINA  BOOKS  Oct  1 
NATIONAL  DAYS 
FR1  SEPT  27  - SAT 
Specials 

• Free  book  bag  w/$60 
purchase  (l  per  customer ) 

• Free  book  from  our 
free  book  box  w/  every 
S10  purchase 
(eg.  S20  = 2 free  books) 


• Bring  this  ad  for  free  gift  & enter 
drawing  for  $50  gift  certificate! 


Discounts 

• 40%  off  all  China  Books  titles  & 
selected  titles  from  China 


• 40%  off  selected  sidelines 

• 20%-80%  off  selected  backstock 

• 10%  off  U.S. -published  books, 
software  & sidelines 


China  Books  & Periodicals.  Inc. 
2929  24*  St..  San  Francisco.  CA  94 1 10 
415.282  2994  • eax;  415.282.0994 
E-mail:  chlmibhsGslrlus.com 

HOURS: 
10-5 
SAT  1 1-5 


USED  BOOKS 


AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 


Old  Photos , Ephemera, 
Postcards,  Vintage  Pulp, 
Sheet  Music,  Comics  & 
Underground  Comix 

Hours  4 to  9 Daily 


Wayne  Holder 

3686  20*  Str«-t  (at  OucrTero) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 10  (415)  648-0957 
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Now  Orbiting  the  North  Mission:  Planet  Health 

New  Kid  on  the  Block  Reflects  Area’s  Growth,  Evolution 


by  Adam  Savetsky 

With  its  wicker  baskets  full  of 
onions  and  potatoes,  its  wooden  floors 
and  produce  crates,  and  its  giant  hand 
truck  in  the  window.  Planet  Health  (lo- 
cated at  524  Valencia  between  16th  and 
17th  Streets)  evokes  the  aura  of  an  old 
country  market.  Then  again,  there  is  the 
store’s  color- washed  walls,  juice  bar,  and 
the  world  beat  tunes  playing  on  the  stereo, 
all  of  which  reminds  you  that  you’re  back 
in  the  1990s,  smack  in  the  middle  of  the 
up-and-coming  Valencia  Street  scene. 

"We  wanted  a store  that  would  make  a 
significant  contribution  to  the  neighbor- 
hood," co-owner  Vera  Mares-Guia  says. 
"We  knew  the  area  had  a concentration  of 
health-food  shoppers,  students,  and  ar- 
tists. We’d  been  looking  at  this  location 
for  a while,  but  the  problem  was  it  was  too 
close  to  Rainbow." 

Then,  late  last  year,  word  got  out  that 
Rainbow  Grocery  was  moving  from  its 
longtime  location  at  Mission  and  L5th 
Streets  to  Folsom  and  13th  Streets. 
Mares-Guia  and  her  partner  Desiree 
Corbage,  who  are  both  experienced 
health-food  store  employees,  moved 
quickly  into  the  store’s  space,  which  had 
been  vacant  for  more  than  a year,  and  set 
up  shop.  For  months,  painted  wooden 
boards  in  the  window  proclaimed  that  a 
health-food  store  was  coming  soon.  Then 
in  February,  Planet  Health  opened. 


"This  is  a great  block  - very  diverse 
with  all  the  restaurants  and  thrift  stores," 
Mares-Guia  says.  "But  as  an  organic  food 
store,  we  feel  like  an  oasis  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. Nobody  is  doing  what  we  do." 

Corbage  agrees.  "We  only  sell  organic 
produce,  nothing  commercial,  and  that’s 
unique.  We  want  to  make  money,  but 
there  is  also  the  ideal  to  sell  quality  food 
at  low  prices  in  a nurturing  environment. 
People  may  think  we’re  a yuppie  store,  but 
when  they  come  in  they  realize  that  our 
prices  are  comparable  to  Rainbow’s." 

Over  the  last  10  years,  such  estab- 
lishments as  Muddy  Waters,  Cafe  Istan- 
bul, Cafe  Macondo,  and  New  Dawn 
embodied  the  first  wave  of  slacker-chic 
culture  sometimes  labeled  as  "the  new 
Bohemia."  These  places  exuded,  for  lack 
of  a better  description,  a caffeine-driven 
North  Mission  personality.  Planet  Health, 
along  with  another  recent  newcomer  on 
the  block,  Vietnamese  restaurant  the 
Slanted  Door,  represents  the  next  genera- 
tion of  establishments  taking  up  residence 
on  Valencia  Street:  stylish  but  still  affor- 
dable. 

In  the  health-food  realm,  Planet 
Health  distinguishes  itself  by  offering  or- 
ganic coffee  by  the  cup,  a juice  bar,  freshly 
made  soups,  bulk  bins,  beautiful  produce, 
and  a particularly  light  and  airy  ambience. 
Within  a couple  months,  Mares-Guia  and 
Corbage  hope  to  open  a deli  section 
featuring  fresh  vegan  and  macrobiotic 


meals.  They  also  plan  to  renovate  the  mez- 
zanine section  to  provide  cosmetics, 
vitamins,  and  books  on  healing  and  nutri- 
tion. It’s  all  part  of  their  philosophy  of 
meeting  the  customer’s  needs  while  also 
providing  a safe  and  refreshing  counter- 
point to  the  hustle  bustle  of  city  life. 

Mares-Guia  tells  a story  about  a young 


mother  who  often  comes  into  the  store 
with  her  baby.  They  come  in  to  shop  - and 
also  to  sleep  — since  it  is  the  only  stop 
along  the  errand  route  where  the  little 
tyke  can  catch  a few  winks. 

"Desiree  and  I are  like  two  mothers 
with  this  store,"  Mares-Guia  says,  "and 
now  we’re  getting  very  busy." 


! 

Ibarra  Brothers  Printing  | 

TYPESETTING  • DESIGN  • PRINTING  I 


Invoices  • Flyers  • Logos  • Letterheads  Special  Rales  for  Non-Profits  . 
Envelopes  • Postcards  • Magazines  • Newsletters  • Labels 

Stamps  • Banners  • Business  Cards  • Presentation  Folders  Pf]  • (415)  826-6700 

1009  Valencia  SI.,  SF  Fx:  (415)  826-6701 

SPECIAL  OFFER  WITH  THIS  AD:  Buy  500  Business  Curds.  Gel  WOO!  I 

COUPON  EXPIRES  I(V3096 | 


Chile  Undo 

CHILEAN  DELICATESSEN 

Catering.  Sandwich,  Salad  & Juice  Bar 
Empanadas.  Dulces  Chilenos 
Chilean  birthday  cakes  to  order 

621-6108 

2944  - 1 6th  St  (at  Capp) 

OPEN  MONDAY-  FRIDAY  9 am  - 6 pm 


Chilean 

Lunch 

Sat  1130am-5pm 


Business  banking  made  easier. 


It  takes  a lot  of  determination  and  talent  to  make  a small 
business  succeed.  To  help  you  do  just  that.  Bank  of  America 
has  committed  SI  0.6  billion  for  loans  and  lines  of  credit  with 
some  of  the  lowest  fees  around.  In  fact.  S291  million  has  been 
allocated  in  San  Francisco  County  alone. 

Our  ABC  lines  and  loans  feature  Express  Processing.  Which 
means  most  businesses  with  good  credit  requesting  S50.000 
or  less  only  need  to  complete  a simple,  one-page  application. 
No  financial  statements  or  tax  returns  are  required. 

For  more  information  visit  your  local  branch, 
call  toll  free  1-888-BUSINESS,  or  find  us  on  the 
Web  at:  http://w\v\\. bankamerica.com. 


m Bank  of  America 
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nature  video 

it  is  sad 

that  the  old  rock 
bridge  will  snap  and 
shatter  into  the  stream 
that  made  it. 
beautiful  and  destined 
to  collapse,  nature 
is  ruthless, 
pay  your  respect 
to  the  crumbled  bridge 
on  the  discovery  channel 
and  put  some  pants 
on  the  antelope 
that  bullseye  of  fur 
around  their  ass 
is  obscene, 
the  antelope  are 
a sexy  animal 
parading 

their  blatant  behinds 

for  the  tourists. 

and  what  about  the  anasazi? 

the  narrator  tells  me 

they’re  gone 

where 

did  they  go 

anasazi  means 

ancient. 

in  tucson 

i ate  ancient 

anasazi  beans 

in  my  delicious 

green  pasta. 

they  left 

these  homes 

they  built 

back  when  people 

moved  like  glaciers 

or  wind. 

o.k. 

here  is  the  scoop 
on  the  anasazi: 
ana  means 
enemy 
not  ancient 
and  they  used  up  all 
their  water 
and  split 
leaving  us  these 
honeycomb  houses 
like  prehistoric 
playgrounds 
to  climb  upon 


and  videotape. 

what  else  about 
nature 
it’s  nice 
kind  of 

supernatural,  really 
like  when  i think  of 
other  planets, 
take  mars, 
i think  of 
the  grand  canyon, 
i spent  a moment 
on  the  edge 
of  the  tallest  rock 
and  realized  vertigo 
isn’t  fear 
it’s  the  desire 
to  ball  your  life  up 
in  your  fist 
and  plummet 
so  incredibly  high 
and  no  fences 
where  are  the  people 
who  put  up  all  the  fences 
and  die  orange  stickers 
and  the  safety  belts 
how  did  this 
enormous  rock 
slip  past  them, 
no  one  tells  me 
to  leave 
as  i stand 
so  close 

to  my  most  glorious 
death,  here 
in  ruthless 
nature. 

i lay  on  my  back 
arms  splayed  like 
a kid  in  a snowdrift 
i lay  there, 
it  was  all 
i could  do 
in  the  face 
of  this  impossible 
planet. 

Michele  Tea 

Send  your  poems  to: 

Barbara  Bennet,  Poetry  Editor 
do  New  Mission  News 
777  Valencia  St. 

S.F..CA  94110 


GLEN  PARK 
BOOKS 

2788  Diamond  at  Chenery,  SF 
(415)  586-3733 


Hours: 

M-S  10am-8pm 
Sud  lOam-Spm 
VISA/MC 


Libros  en  Espanol 


SPECIAL  ORDERS  WELCOME 


10%  off  selected  categories 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

Photofinish,  film,  cameras,  repairs,  darkroom  supplies 
Black  & White  film  developing  (no  prints) 

$2.65  One  day  service 

Black  & White  dev  and  print  24  exposures  3x5  prints 
w / ’’retro  look”  white  borders 
$1 1 .00  One  to  two  day  service 

Copy  old  photos,  $5.00  for  negative  (no  restoration) 
Color  or  Black  & White 

1089  Valencia  St.  (near  22nd),  SF  941 10  415)  641-8396 


^ Urban  Gardening 

by  Elizabeth  Platt 


Dirt  Data  and  What  To  Plant  In  October 


If  you  think  your  garden  soil  is  poor, 
you  can  take  advantage  of  the  winter 
weather  to  improve  it  for  planting  next 
spring  without  any  hard  labor  or  digging 
Most  soil  in  the  city  is  too  sandy,  too  full 
of  clay,  or  too  compacted  and  stripped 
away  by  construction  or  erosion.  A lot  of 
landlords  have  a bad  habit  of  doing  yard 
"cleanups"  at  their  rental  properties  in 
which  the  yards  get  an  annual  buzzcui  and 
everything  that  grows  is  chopped  down, 
only  to  be  hauled  to  the  dump!  A few  years 
of  this  scalping  depletes  the  soil  of  essen- 
tial nutrients  and  organic  matter. 

One  easy  way  to  improve  your  soil, 
without  any  hard  digging,  is  to  cover  your 
yard  (or  individual  garden  beds)  with  a 
thick  bed  of  organic  mulch.  For  a city 
gardener,  the  trick  is  getting  the  right 
materials  in  sufficient  quantity  — you 
should  make  the  mulch  at  least  several 
inches  thick.  You  can  blanket-mulch  your 
garden  with  straw,  hay  (but  watch  out  for 
seeds),  grass  clippings,  shredded  leaves, 
shredded  paper,  or  any  combination  of 
organic  matter  that  will  break  down  rela- 
tively quickly.  (Avoid  chunky  materials, 
such  as  redwood  chips,  because  they  take 
too  long  to  break  down.) 

Cocoa  hulls  and  rice  hulls  can  also  be 
used,  but  mix  them  with  something  to  bind 
them  and  keep  them  from  blowing  away. 
You  can,  of  course,  add  well-rotted  (or 
bagged)  manure  or  compost  to  your 
mulch  layers  as  well.  If  you  use  fresh 
manure,  straight  outta  the  barn,  be  sure  to 
let  it  mellow  in  your  garden  for  about  six 
weeks  or  so  before  you  plant  anything. 

Once  the  mulch  is  spread,  wet  it 
thoroughly  (or  just  wait  for  the  first  big 
rain),  and  sit  back  and  wait...  for  the 
worms  to  do  their  thing!  A blanket  of 
moist  organic  mulch  will  beckon  an  army 
of  earthworms  to  your  garden,  where 
they’ll  set  about  loosening  and  aerating 


the  soil,  breaking  down  the  mulch  into 
usable  organic  matter,  and  incorporating 
it  into  the  soil.  This  worm-driven  process 
breaks  up  clay  soil,  adds  body  to  sandy 
soil,  and  creates  new  soil  in  places  that 
have  been  stripped.  It  also  returns  to  the 
soil  organic  matter  and  nutrients  that  have 
been  exhausted  by  repeated  yard-cleanup 
"harvests."  The  mulch  will  shrink  as  the 
weeks  go  by,  so  be  prepared  to  add  more 
layers  as  needed.  When  warmer  weather 
returns,  your  soil  may  not  yet  be  garden- 
magazine  perfect,  but  it’ll  be  much  im- 
proved for  next  year’s  crops.  And  it  can  all 
be  done  without  a lot  of  tilling  and  dig- 
ging! 

One  last  tip:  when  spring  comes  and 
you’re  ready  to  plant,  check  under  your 
mulch  before  you  turn  it  in  with  your  spad- 
ing fork.  Peel  back  the  layers  and  see  if  you 
spot  any  local  wildlife  that  may  have  taken 
up  residence.  As  well  as  the  usual  slugs, 
bugs,  and  worms,  look  for  salamanders! 
Maybe  I’m  just  a softie  (and  a girl  who 
likes  snakes  and  such),  but  aside  from 
being  kinda  cute,  salamanders  are  also 
beneficial  critters:  they  eat  up  slugs  and 
bugs  in  your  garden  each  night.  So  as  not 
to  harm  them,  be  careful  where  you  dig  or 
step;  you’ll  be  rewarded  with  plenty  of 
salamanders  to  keep  garden  pests  in 
check. 

What  to  plant  in  October:  Before  the 
weather  gets  wet  and  windy  set  out 
transplants  of  cauliflower,  leeks,  and  cab- 
bage; artichokes  can  be  started  from 
plants  or  rootstock.  From  seed,  start  fava 
beans,  carrots,  Napa  cabbage,  lettuce, 
peas  (all  types  — sugar  snap  peas,  snow 
peas,  and  garden  peas),  radish,  spinach, 
and  chard.  Later  this  month,  you  can 
begin  putting  in  garlic  sets  for  harvest  next 
year,  but  don’t  use  the  garlic  from  the 
supermarket!  Be  sure  to  use  certified  dis- 
ease-free garlic  sets  (available  by  mail  or 
from  garden  centers). 
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IRON  OCTOPUS  MARTIAL  ARTS  SURVIVAL  DEFENSE  ACADEMY 


KARATE 

JUDO 

AIKWITSU 

MNJITSU 


QUALITY  INSTRUCTION 
CONFIDENCE  AND  SELF  ESTEEM 
PHYSICAL,  MENTAL  AND 
SPIRITUAL  CONDITIONING 
STREET  DEFENSE,  SAFETY  AND  AWARENESS 
DISCIPLINE  IN  MARTIAL  ARTS  AND 
FAMILY  VALUES 

IFOR  CHILDREN,  ADOLESCENTS  AND  ADULTS 


TAE-KWON-DO 

AIKIDO 

JUJITSU 

CAP0ERIA 


3572-20th  St.,  SF.,  CA  94110  • 415-824-9369 


3335  23  rd. 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 

by  Robert  Leaver 


From  There 
To  Here 

Music  has  no  borders  and  crosses 
frontiers  far  easier  than  musicians  them- 
selves. In  music  festivals  all  over  the 
world,  from  Montreaux  to  the  Monterey 
Jazz  Festival  to  the  WOMAD  festival  to 
small  local  affairs,  musicians  get  a chance 
to  see  and  hear  other  musicians.  Oc- 
casionally some  collaborative  projects 
develop  that  would  otherwise  never  have 
been  conceived.  American  jazz  pianist 
Don  Pullen  released  several  unique  CDs 
with  his  touring  group  the  Afro- Brazil  Ian 
Connection,  which  included  Brazilian 
and  African  percussionists.  This  dialogue 
between  musicians  from  different  cul- 
tures can  be  exhilarating  and  can  forge 
interesting  (re)connections. 

One  fascinating  new  release  is  from 
Hank  Jones  meets  Cheick-tdiane  Seek 
and  the  Mandinkas,  titled  Sarala.  Hank 
Jones  is  an  American  jazz  pianist  in  his  70s 
who  has  played  with  virtually  all  the  great 
American  jazz  musicians:  John  Coltrane, 
Charlie  Parker,  Dizzy  Gillespie,  even 
Louis  Armstrong.  The  Mandinkas  are  a 
virtual  Who’s  Who  of 
Mali/Guinee/Senegal  musicians: 

guitarists  Kante  Manfila  and  Sekou  "Bem- 
beya"  Diabate,  singers  Kasse  Mady 
Diabate  and  Amina  Annabi  (of  Tunisia), 
and  masters  of  percussion  and  the  balafon 
(a  traditional  wooden  xylophone).  The 
group  also  incorporates  the  flute  and 
other  traditional  instruments  such  as  the 
kora. 

Perhaps  the  most  untraditional  instru- 
ment here  is  the  Hammond  B3  organ, 
played  by  musical  director  Cheick  Seek. 
Recorded  in  Paris  by  Gitanes  Jazz 
Productions  for  Verve  Records,  the 
recording  has  a high  quality  that  matches 
the  superb  musicianship  and  complex  ar- 
rangements. The  music  is  structured 
around  deep  traditional  elements,  which 
Seek  and  Jones  respond  to  and  interact 
with  in  an  unpretentious  and,  yes,  jazzy 
voice. 


On  their  premiere  CD,  lata  massam- 
ba,  Ricardo  Lemvo  and  Makina  Loca  mix 
Cuban  and  African  elements.  Based  in 
Los  Angeles,  the  band  is  led  by  Nino  Jesus 
Alejandro.  The  recording  features  mem- 
bers of  Congolese  superstar  group  the 
Four  Stars.  Lemvo  is  Congolese  but  sings 
here  mostly  in  Spanish  and  although  not  a 
great  "sonero,"  his  styling  works  well. 
African  soukous  guitar  and  chorus  vocals 
and  African  singer  Sam  Mangwana  con- 
tribute lead  vocals  in  Portuguese  on  the 
tune  "Minha  Querida."  This  is  a great 
dance  record  for  fans  of  salsa  and  African 
music. 

A couple  years  ago  a Latin  record 
called  De  Aqui  Pa’lla  [From  Here  to 
There)  was  a minor  hit.  It  featured  top 
Puerto  Rican  musicians  playing  tunes  by 
such  contemporary  Cuban  groups  as  Los 
Van  Van.  Now  we  have  the  response 
album  from  Cuba  called  De  Alla  Pa’ca 
(From  There  to  Here).  Directed  by  Jose 
Juis  Cortes,  of  the  immensely  popular 
group  NG  La  Banda,  the  album  features 
members  of  that  group,  Isaac  Delgado 
and  members  of  his  group,  and  many 
others,  including  a guest  solo  by  Chan- 
guito.  They  play  a number  of  salsa  classics 
from  such  groups  as  El  Gran  Combo  de 
Puerto  Rico;  the  large  horn  and  coro  sec- 
tions give  great  power  to  the  songs.  Their 
interpretations  depart  from  the  typical 
salsa  style  adding  the  funk  and  jazz  ele- 
ments of  the  new  Cuban  sound.  A fresh 
approach  to  some  classic  songs  and  a ges- 
ture of  respect  to  Puerto  Rico  and  its 
musical  contributions  make  this  a 
vigorous  musical  handshake. 

Some  shows  of  note  this  month  are 
Cesaria  Evora  from  Cabo  Verde.  Evora 
will  play  UC  Berkeley’s  Zellerbach  Hall 
Sunday,  October  13.  Also  DJ  Cheb  i Sab- 
bah  presents  Pakistani  Sufi  singer  Abida 
Preveen  in  her  first  Bay  Area  appearance 
Saturday,  October  19  at  the  University 
Avenue  Ramada  Inn  in  Berkeley.  For 
more  information  call  789-8467. 

Round  World  Records,  593  Guerrero 
(at  18th  Street),  is  open  Tuesday-Saturday 
noon  - 7 p.m.,  Sundays  1-6  p.m. 
www.roundworldmusic.com. 


Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and  men 
(and  parents!)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books  and 
videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to  electrifying 
erotica,  you'll  find  it  at 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 
Open  every  day  II  a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  974-8980 


You’ve  never  really  tried  Mexican  Food  until  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No.  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST. 


255-820 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St)  • S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 

♦ Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
♦ “Do-it- Yourself”  Membership  Available 
♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 
♦ Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work — Honest  Prices 

• Check  Engine  Light/Computer  Diagnostics/Driveability  Problems 

• Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &.  Repair 

• Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

• Cooling  Systems/Brakes/Clutches/General  Repairs 

• Air  Conditioning/Heaters  • Timing  Belts 

• Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

• Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  • Four-  Wheel  Drive  Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  • CV  Joint  & Axle  Service 

• Engine  &.  Transmission  Rebuilding  &.  Replacement 

• Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($25  VALUE) 


11  th  Anniversary 

Sale 


20%  off 

On  Custom 

Framing 


Diego  Rivera 

La  Vendedora  De  A lc  at  races 


A 


Metal  Frame 
Package  Deal 

Includes:  Glass,  Mount, 
Labor,  Backing,  Wire, 
And  Hooks 


1 


r 


r^ize 

14x28 

26x20 

18x24 

122x28 
24x30 
I 24x36 
30x40 
136x48 


Pric^ 

I 
I 
I 
I 


A 


29.95 

34.95 

39.95 

46.95 

49.95 

59.95 

69.95 
89.9^J 


k 


The B west 
Seiect/oh  of  Ream 
Made  Thames  w 
Sam  Thahc/scd 


1 


(415)  826-2321 

934  Valencia  st.  (a),  20th  San  Francisco 
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AT  OUR  MEXICAN 

ASSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEER! 
p 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF 
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431*3351 


3071  16TH  ST.  • SF 
864  8840 
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